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A Limoges court has ordered a local man to pay
his siblings €52 million over the illegal sale of
their father's Ferrari 250 GTO
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has turned out to be very
unpopular, especially in
rural areas,” president
of the Loiret department
Marc Gaudet said at the
time. “I am therefore
delighted that the State
has placed the choice
with
local
authorities
who, due to their intimate
knowledge of the area, are
far better placed to decide
on local matters.”
A series of - equally
unpopular - road safety
changes
over
recent
decades have cut road
deaths by a factor of six
and numbers appear to
have reduced further since
the speed limit reduction
and so, despite being
popular with the general
public, authorities who
choose to raise the speed
limit risk being blamed

Local architect redesigns
Notre-Dame - pg 5

Malaysia returns 1,000 metric
tonnes of plastic to France - pg 3

The Creuse department has become
the latest to announce that it will
roll back the government's decision
to lower the national speed limit
from 90 km/h to 80 km/h.
n
2018,
the
government
reduced the speed
limit
on
the
country's national
road
network
from 90 km/h down to 80
km/h. The change proved
controversial from the
outset with as much as
80% of the public against
the move and many
regional authorities vocal
opponents ever since. In the
face of growing backlash,
Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe responded by
announcing in 2019 that
local authorities would be
free to set their own limits,
including reverting back
to 90 km/h if they wished.
A number of departments
were quick to announce
that they would roll
back the changes. “This
measure, decided from
Paris without consultation,
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he 31st January
will be a difficult
day for me. It is
one of the happiest
of my life as it is
the date when,
nine years ago, my second child
was born in a hospital in Guéret,
a few doors down from where her
sister had been born two years
earlier and where her brother
would eventually scream 'bonjour'
four years later. And while we
will certainly be celebrating her
ninth birthday with gusto, it will
be with a touch of sadness that it
falls on the same date that the UK
will leave the EU... and she will
officially become a 'foreigner' in
the country of her birth.
My wife and I arrived in this
country fifteen years ago as a
young couple on an adventure. We
would eventually marry in France,
put down roots, launch businesses
and have three children. All of
this was possible because of
the freedoms afforded to us by
membership of the European
Union. My children will not
automatically have that luxury and
this makes me sad.
I appreciate that many people
reading this paper will be
joyfully celebrating Britain's
“Independence Day” as February
dawns. I must admit I can't square

Ian Scott

that circle: being an expat in
France whilst believing the UK
should leave Europe. I do, however,
absolutely respect your right to
hold your opinion; the country
voted and that is how democracy
works. These are just my thoughts.
The last vestige of democratic
power that I had has, unfortunately,
gone. Having moved to Brussels in
my early twenties before moving to
France five years later, I no longer
have the right to vote in the UK
and, as a foreign national, neither
do I have the right to vote in French
national elections. I did have the
right, however, to vote in my local
elections in France and also to vote
for my MEP. No longer.
The only thing I currently have
a democratic right to vote on is
what we have for dinner, and in
the ultimate irony, I won't even
have that on 31st January as our
house runs a “dictatorship for a
day” approach to birthdays: it
will be my daughter who decides
what we have for dinner on Brexit
Day, leaving me completely
disenfranchised!
As many expats have already
done, I suspect that as a family
we will quite likely apply for
French nationality in the coming
months. It is something I have
thought about for many years,
long before the referendum. One

extra reason for doing this now is
to make life easier for my children,
who will remain as “third country
foreigners” until at least their
sixteenth birthdays when they can
begin the process of applying for
citizenship.
My two eldest would make the
perfect spies in any future crossChannel conflict as they could
be parachuted into an English
school tomorrow and, aside from
conspicuously good handwriting,
no one would know that they
weren't 'native' Brits. But they are,
to all intents and purposes, and by
any measure other than parental
heritage, French. Except they
aren't.
They think in French, dream
in French and have French birth
certificates. But legally they are
British because their parents are.
When we realised that it costs a
not insignificant amount of money
to register their births with the
British authorities - but that it was
not compulsory - we never did.
They hold British passports, but
other than that do not exist on an
administrative level in the UK.
There are many very good
reasons to apply for French
citizenship, but doing so for
administrative purposes, as some
will probably now be forced to
do, is surely the saddest. Much
like the EU, France is very, very
far from perfect... but, my wife
aside (as she reads this!), there's
no such thing as perfect. Looking
from the outside in, the UK also
has its fair share of problems. I've
always argued that being patriotic
means you love your country, but
does not require you to hate the
“others”. I am proudly British and
I will always remain so, despite my
current disappointment.

But I also see all the good in
France and am grateful for the
opportunities it has offered me and
my family. Were we to apply for
French citizenship, I'm sure there
would be a proud tear in my eye if
it were granted.
People keep asking me what
I think about Brexit, and whilst
I used to get a bit ranty and
polemical, these days I tend to
simply reply... “Sad, it makes me
sad”.
I didn't intend for this
introspection to be quite so
downbeat, so here's to brighter
times ahead. Very soon, it will
be done and dusted and we can
focus on the future and what it
will mean, practically, for all our
lives. A new normal will emerge.
The British will always be drawn
to living in France and whilst the
two countries may not always see
eye to eye, we have so much more
in common than that which divides
us.
Until next month!!
Steve Martindale, Editor
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Malaysia sends plastic
waste back to France

Est. in France since 2004

Online sick notes

M

alaysia's
environment
minister
has
revealed that
her country has returned 43
containers of plastic waste
to France since late last year,
and warned that the South
East Asian nation would not
become “the garbage dump
of the world”. A total of 150
containers have been returned – representing 3,737
metric tonnes of unwanted
waste - to 13 predominantly
rich countries; France was
the biggest offender, but 42
containers were also shipped
to the UK.
Many wealthy countries
send their waste overseas because it is cheap, helps meet
recycling targets and reduces
domestic landfill. The European Union is the largest exporter of plastic waste, with
the US leading as the top
exporter for a single country.
Following China's decision
in 2018 to ban the import
of plastic, these shipments
of rubbish have increasingly been redirected to other
South East Asian countries
like Malaysia, the Philip-

A
pines and Indonesia.
These countries do not
have the capacity to process
as much plastic as China,
however, and handling the
waste has fast become a
problem, leading to an increase in the number of
containers being returned. A
recent Greenpeace investigation found British recycling
and household waste intended for reprocessing had been
dumped openly at sites near
the Malaysian capital, Kuala
Lumpur, increasing concerns
that household rubbish was
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not always being processed
correctly.
“If people want to see us
as the rubbish dump of the
world, you can dream on,”
Yeo Bee Yin, Malaysia's environment minister told reporters during inspection at
a Penang port. “Enforcement
action was taken on containers which contained plastic
waste imported illegally,”
she said, citing the Basel
Convention, an international
treaty designed to restrict
movements of hazardous
wastes between nations. ■

website offering to sign you
off sick from work in just a
few clicks has caused anger
among the country's healthcare workers. The website issues arrêts maladies for up to three days for
just €25, which it claims can be reimbursed, and has generated much attention since its launch in January.
After filling out an online questionnaire, patients suffering from “simple
and common” ailments such as gastro,
colds and migraines are offered an online consultation with a “doctor” via the
website arretmaladie.fr. The platform
has been created by Dr Can Ansay, a
German lawyer; a similar site has been
operating in Germany since 2018.
“This site is an intolerable abuse of
the system,” complained Dr Jean-Paul
Hamon, president of the Fondation
des médecins de France. “We have
brought this up with the director of
the Caisse nationale de l’assurance
maladie, who assured me that his le-

gal team was on hand to shut it down,
but I am not sure if that is legally possible. As doctors we are very cautious
with handing out work sick notes. We
are witnessing a degradation of the
function of physicians and if the authorities can not stop this, there is a
risk of serious abuse.”
“This represents an inversion of the
responsibility of proof,” said Jérôme
Marty, president of a large doctor's union. “It is now up to the patient to indicate the date of their arrêts maladies,
with the doctor who signs it apparently
free to backdate it... this is therefore
fake and illegal! Furthermore, how can
you know that the person you've spoken to is an actual doctor?”
Although
legal
proceedings
against the site are planned, under
current rules it would not appear to
be illegal and employers are forced to
recognise the sick notes and continue
to pay their employees during their
absence. ■

Houses on Internet is a marketing service that
allows private owners of French property to sell
their house without using an estate agent. A
method that has proven to be very successful.
How does it work?
1. We make a website for your property in
English, French and Dutch. The main
website is available in Russian too.
2. We connect that website to our main site
which gets over 130,000 visitors from 40+
countries per month.
3. We advertise your property on several
international French-property websites. This
way we reach 1.5 million people a month
worldwide.
What does it cost?
We ask a contribution to the advertising cost
up front and after the sale a fee of 2.5%, which
is included in the selling price.
Houses on Internet operates throughout
France with a staff of 7 professionals and 89
local photographers who visit our clients to
take photos and gather all information.
For more information, visit our website or give
us call us at +31 (0)6 41 20 73 69.

WWW.HOUSESONINTERNET.COM
Plus Vite!

Moins Cher!

4 ♦ FRENCH NEWS

www.thebugle.eu ○ THE BUGLE ○ FEBRUARY 2020

A

n appeal court in
Limoges has ordered a Limousin
man to pay his
brother and sister €52 million
in compensation over the disputed sale of their late father's
prized Ferrari. The car in question was a rare 1964 Ferrari
250 GTO, which was sold in
2004 to a Taiwanese businessman for €38 million, making it
the world's most expensive car
at the time.
The three siblings are the inheritors of the late Pierre Bardinon, a Creusois industrialist
who made his fortune through
the family's luxury leather
business. A huge car fanatic,
Pierre amassed an enviable
collection of classic sports
cars during his life, the crown
jewel of which was the Ferrari 250 GTO which has been
described as the Mona Lisa
of sports cars. Only 36 were
ever made, with just three racing models leaving the famous
Maranello factory in 1964.
Pierre Bardinon was such an
enthusiast, he even had a race-

track built on his private estate
where celebrities like Johnny
Hallyday would come to race
the classic sports cars in his
collection. The great Enzo
Ferrari himself once said he
had no need for a Ferrari museum as Bardinon had already
created one.
Pierre's son, Patrick Bardinon, claimed that his father
had given him the Ferrari in
1978 after feeling guilty that
his son had almost died in a
car crash after inheriting his
love of fast cars. Pierre Bardinon died in 2012 and his
wife soon after, leaving a fortune which exposed his heirs
to hefty French inheritance
taxes, forcing the sale of a
number of cars.
Patrick's brother and sister
disputed their brother's story
over the ownership of the
250 GTO and despite winning a previous case at a Guéret court, the Limoges appeal
court overturned the ruling
and ordered Patrick to reimburse his siblings for the sale
of the car, plus interest and

© Brian Snelson (WikiCommons)

€38 million Ferrari at centre of court case

penalties.
“My sister received payouts
from my father her entire life,
without ever working, and
my brother got money when
his businesses weren't doing
well,” Patrick said before the
appeal began. “I find it unseemly of them to challenge

our father's decisions now.”
His brother's lawyers, however, claimed in court that Patrick “secretly removed the car
from the collection one morning at dawn”.
According to lawyers, the
exact number of cars which
remain in the collection is

“confidential”, but Pierre
Bardinon's fortune is still estimated at between €250 million and €400 million euros.
His collection has been placed
in sequestration pending the
court ruling while the siblings'
fight over their inheritance
continues. ■
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n 15th April last year, a devastating fire broke out
at Notre-Dame Cathedral. As the world watched
on, the inferno tore through the 12th century
building, destroying the roof and causing its
iconic spire to collapse. Over the course of the next few days
and weeks, hundreds of millions of euros were donated to
pay for the Gothic cathedral's reconstruction and attention
soon turned to how the roof would be restored and what the
skyline of Paris would look like in the future.
Whilst many donated money, one local expat preferred
to contribute his experience. After seeing the building destroyed, architect Mike Day decided to use his skills to submit a design for the reconstruction of the roof. The Bugle
got in touch with Mike to find out more about his ideas and
what inspired him to get involved.
Do you think the authorities will choose to faithfully
restore the spire as it was before the fire?
Work on the original cathedral began in 1163 and it was
added to many times over the centuries. Major restoration
on the cathedral started in 1843, led by two architects, Eugène Viollet-le-Duc and Jean-Baptiste-Antoine Lassus. In
1857, Lassus died, leaving Viollet-le-Duc to supervise the
renovation on his own. The spire he designed was an addition to a building that was already nearly 700 years old, so I
can't think that the new spire should or will be rebuilt to look
like Viollet-le-Duc's version.
What inspired you to submit a design for the
reconstruction of Notre-Dame's spire?
Seeing the cathedral burn down live on TV was a shock-

ing sight. I was prompted to design a new spire for the cathedral a week or so later after seeing all the ridiculous suggestions that were being put forward online. I'm just a one
man band architect here in the Creuse, dealing with house
renovations, barn conversions and the occasional new build.
When I worked in the UK, however, it was for a practice
that specialised in churches. I telephoned my old boss to
suggest it might be something that would interest him but he
felt it would go to a French architect, so I decided to submit
a design myself. I took a week out of my schedule, working
day and night in front of the computer putting my design
together.
What is different about your design?
My design is an amalgamation of the existing elements
of the cathedral, including the spire that burnt down. I have
taken into account the fragility of that which remains of the
cathedral, so my design not only puts no additional stresses
on the existing structure, but will also take some of the loads
of the remaining structure. The finished spire, constructed
from metal and glass, would be illuminated at night from the
interior, acting as a beacon over the Paris skyline.
So when does work on your design begin?!
I submitted a dossier with a letter describing my design
and a dozen or so images to President Macron, the mayor
of Paris, the Prime Minister and the Culture Minister, all
of whom have acknowledged receipt and thanked me for
the ideas. I later received a second letter from the Culture
Ministry informing me that details of an international competition would be released shortly to collect design submis-

SELLING YOUR FRENCH HOME?
Our knowledgeable local team would be
delighted to meet you as soon as possible.
We offer:
A market-leading, award-winning service
●
A valuation based on current,
local market conditions
●
A dedicated contact to guide you
through the whole process
●
Worldwide marketing through our own
website and market leading portals
●
Access to thousands of buyers
already registered with us
email: nicky.charles@beauxvillages.com

Freephone from France:

08 05 69 23 23

www.beauxvillages.com

Credit: Mike Day/DAYDEZIGNS

The local architect redesigning Notre-Dame

sions, but as of today no details have been made available.
So I guess, it's a case of wait and see.
Have you designed anything else we might recognise?
I have completed a hundred or so permis de construire
since I started my own business here in the Creuse 8 years
ago, so if you live locally the chances are that you have seen
one of my projects without realising it! Also, avid readers
of The Bugle will be familiar with the advert of La Noneix
(ED: see above) which features one of the first permis de
construire I ever submitted.
DAYD E Z I G N S
Architectural design & planning services
Tel: 05 55 83 03 14
Mob: 06 09 54 97 01
e-mail: daydezigns@hotmail.com
n° siret 490 404 944 00038
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From the foundations to the roof - Established 13 years in France

sacre.
Albert Valade, who died just before Christmas at the age of 89, was a
14-year-old boy on the day the Nazis
came. He was a few kilometres outside
the town watching his family's herd
when he heard the first shots and, before long, a huge plume of smoke coming from the village confirmed his worst
fears. Albert campaigned for peace his
entire life and never left the area. Aged
just 18, he was one of the first residents
of modern day Oradour-sur-Glane,
which he himself helped build. “For
us, it was the most beautiful village in
France,” he once said of the place he
would never leave. In later life he wrote
several books on the events of 1944.
His passing leaves 94-year-old Robert
Hébras as the sole survivor of the massacre. Robert was one of 6 people who
survived the initial massacre, playing
dead under the bodies of friends and
neighbours and only escaping at the
last minute as fire engulfed the building
they were in. Despite being wounded in
the stomach and leg, Robert would go
on to fight with the Resistance until the
Nazis were finally driven out of France.
After the war, Robert would be a witness in the trials surrounding the massacre and go on to campaign for reconciliation between France, Germany and
Austria. Despite his advancing years, he
continues to play an active role in keeping alive the memories of that fateful

Complete piano renovations
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● Fosse septique installation with
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● Based near Boussac (23) but will travel
“Absolutely thrilled... would recommend Andy
to anyone” - Dennis Croft, Genouillac
Email: andy@hgdev.co.uk
www.hgdev.co.uk
Tel: 05 55 65 86 94

day and still gives guided tours of the
village.
A sign at the entrance to the memorial village urges visitors “souvienstoi” - “remember” - and a plaque on
the floor of the nearby museum reads:

“Those who do not remember the past
are condemned to repeat it”. Thanks
to the work of people like Albert Valade and Robert Hébras, the residents
of Oradour-sur-Glane have indeed not
been forgotten. ■
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06 04 17 80 93 - sales@thebugle.eu
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n the days after the Normandy
landings, a local Nazi commander
was informed that resistance fighters in Oradour-sur-Vayres were
holding a German officer hostage. On
10th June 1944, a German battalion
sealed off the town of Oradour-surGlane - having confused it with their
intended target of nearby Oradour-surVayres - and ordered all the townspeople and passers-by to assemble in the
village square, ostensibly to have their
identity papers examined.
The men were then taken to a barn
where a machine gun nest awaited.
The women and children were led to
the church, which was set alight. In a
few short hours, 642 of the town’s inhabitants were dead, 207 of whom were
children, with only a handful managing
to escape. The town was subsequently
sealed off and preserved as a memorial;
it has remained a centre of remembrance
ever since. The modern day town was
built later, a few hundred metres away.
The massacre was the largest atrocity
committed against civilians in France
by Nazi forces and became a powerful
symbol of the war. Many have campaigned over the years to ensure the
massacre is never forgotten, and the
handful of witnesses and survivors have
always been key in this regard. Following the recent passing of one such witness, however, there now remains just
one survivor to tell the story of the mas-

© 2006 - TwoWings (WikiCommons)

The last witnesses of Oradour massacre
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Mansion located on a plot of 46,950 m²! Ideal as a family home
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(10 to 12 people). There is a large double garage, barns (around
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Superb 18th century hotel/restaurant (building, no business),
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Sections of Creuse road
Tax authorities to trawl
network return to 90 km/h social media profiles

F

>> continued from pg 1
for any subsequent increase in serious
accidents.
The Creuse is the latest department
to take this chance and has unveiled
plans to raise the speed limit to 90 km/h
on 445 kilometres of the department's
secondary road network, around 10%
of the total. The president of the conseil
départemental de la Creuse, Valérie
Simonet, made the announcement on
France Bleu radio: “The road network
has been greatly improved, and has
benefitted from significant investment.
The roads affected by the proposed
changes are wide and with clear road
markings... it is a common sense
proposition.”
The Creuse will not be the first
department to roll back the changes,
however. That honour goes to
Haute-Marne in eastern France,
which raised the speed limit on 200
kilometres of its network in January.
The departmental council made the
decision to revert to the higher limit

without waiting for advice from the
road safety commission, but council
president Nicolas Lacroix said that he
had submitted the necessary accident
reports for the roads in question before
making the change.
The decision has been criticised as
being “populist” in a department that
had a particularly active gilets jaunes
movement, but the move was defended
by Mr Lacroix: “Here, your car is your
life. If you lose your licence, you risk
losing your job too. In this department,
we did not see an improvement in
accident rates since the drop to 80 km/h.”
With a number of departments
planning similar changes, opponents
and road safety campaigners are
worried about the consequences of the
speed limit varying so often on the road
network. “We should keep a national
standard. If one department is 80 km/h
and the neighbouring department is
at 90 km/h, this will quickly become
unmanageable,” said Jean-Luc Chenut,
departmental president of the Ille-etVilaine department. ■

irst included as part of a
broader law on tax changes
passed in December, the French
government will now be able to
trawl social media for evidence of tax
avoidance, the constitutional court has
ruled. Despite opposition from human
rights' groups and the French data
protection authority, customs and tax
officials will be allowed to review users'
online profiles, posts and pictures for
evidence of undisclosed income.

increases the state's online surveillance
powers. Opposing the changes, the
country's data watchdog CNIL, known
in Europe for being a staunch defender
of privacy rights, said that while it
recognised that the government's aims
were legitimate, the new policy would
pose risks for individual freedoms.
“An experiment without any goals
is a joke,” said Arthur Messaud, a
legal expert at French internet freedom
advocacy group La Quadrature du Net.

In its ruling, the court acknowledged
that users' privacy and freedom
of expression could potentially be
compromised and applied caveats to
the legislation. It said authorities would
have to ensure that password-protected
content was off limits and that they would
only be able to use public information
pertaining to the person divulging it
online. They also insisted that regulators
would have to closely monitor how the
data was being exploited.
The mass collection of data is part of a
three-year online monitoring experiment
by the French government and greatly

“We’re putting the cat among the pigeons
by allowing the generalised monitoring
of the internet for everything and
anything.”
Budget Minister Gérald Darmanin has
called the new rules “one more tool to
fight fraud” and warned tax avoiders:
“If you say you're not a fiscal resident
in France and you keep posting pictures
on Instagram from France, there might
be an issue... I’d like to point out that
there is nothing extraordinary here, other
countries are already doing it, such as the
United States or Britain since 2010 for
example.” ■
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Russell Waite T.P. • Fosse Septique specialist LOCATION et VENTE de matériel T.P.

•
COMPACT’O MICRO STATIONS •
Rock wool Filter
•
•
•
•
•
DISTRIBUTOR OF

05 55 80 00 57
RSW ENTREPRISES

ZA LES BOIS VERTS
23240 LE GRAND BOURG
rsw.entreprises@orange.fr

Traditional systems
Micro stations
All to new 64.1 regulations
Planning arranged
Axa France decennial insurance
In stock - Factory supplier
Free on-site quotation

Hire and Sale of mini excavators and other small machinery
wide range of mini excavators
dumpers
compactors
micro tractors
plant trailers
Rubber tracks / Buckets and parts supplier

Do you have what it takes to become French?

S

ince plans for a Brexit referendum were first announced, the number of British expats seeking to take French nationality has risen tenfold and following Boris Johnson's landslide win in December's general election, the number of applications has
again spiked. Whilst anyone can apply to become a French citizen, it can be a long
and sometimes complicated process and not everyone is accepted.
There are strict conditions that must be met by successful applicants, including the length
of time you have lived in France and how you generate your income. A moderate level of
language is also required and applicants will be interviewed by a local official as part of the
process. During this interview, you will also be questioned on your “knowledge of France's
history, culture and society”.
According to the French government's website, the purpose of the interview is to “verify,
pursuant to Article 21-24 of the Civil Code, that the applicant has in particular sufficient
knowledge of French history, culture and society”.
The government defines the level of knowledge expected “as corresponding to the fundamental elements relating to the great landmarks of the history of France, to the principles,
symbols and institutions of the Republic, to the exercise of French citizenship and of France
in Europe and in the world.”
In order to help you brush up your knowledge, the government has a useful handbook
called the Livret du Citoyen. But how well do you know France? Would you need to draw
up a lengthy revision plan, or could you sail through tomorrow? To see if you already have
what it takes to become French, we have compiled a short quiz of questions you might be
expected to answer (answers on page 22):
Geography
1) How many regions are there in 'mainland' France? (Hint: this includes Corsica, but for a
bonus point and a gold star, can you list them all?)
2) What are the 5 biggest cities in France by population?
3) What is the highest mountain in France (and Europe)?
Politics
4) The French parliament has an upper and lower house, but what are they called?
5) How many years do local mayors serve for?
6) What is the President's official residence?
History
7) In what year did the French Revolution begin?
8) Who led the Free French from London during the Nazi occupation?
9) How many French kings have been called Louis?
Culture

Sid’s All Seasons

Garden Maintenance
& General Handyman

Grass cutting, hedge trimming,
garden tidy-ups, local removals
and general handyman jobs
Email: sidhardy27@gmail.com
Tel: 05 55 64 55 70

Set In
Stone

Large selection of handmade
garden ornaments for sale

Email: sidhardy27@gmail.com
Tel: 05 55 64 55 70

Siret: 848 781 720 00018

Garden Ornaments

Advertise your business
in The Bugle

Sid Hardy

06 04 17 80 93 - sales@thebugle.eu

10) What is the motto of the French Republic?
11) Which of the following is it illegal to wear at school: the Islamic veil, the Jewish kippa
or Christian crucifix
12) What is the name of the French National Anthem?

Sarkozy facing corruption trial

F

ormer president Nicolas Sarkozy will face trial on charges of corruption and
abuse of power later this year after losing a final bid at France's highest court
to halt his prosecution. Sarkozy is accused of trying to bribe a magistrate by
offering him a prestigious job in Monaco, in return for information about an
ongoing criminal inquiry into his political party. The trial will start on 5 October 2020
and will last until 22 October, a Paris court said.
Since losing to the Socialist party’s François Hollande and leaving office, Sarkozy
has fought a barrage of corruption and campaign financing allegations, all of which he
rejects. The upcoming trial is the first of a number he could face over the coming years.
The magistrate he allegedly attempted to bribe, Gilbert Azibert, and Mr Sarkozy's
lawyer, Thierry Herzog, also face trial. The case centres on conversations between Mr
Azibert and Mr Herzog, which were taped by investigators looking into claims that Mr
Sarkozy accepted illicit payments for his 2007 presidential campaign from the billionaire L'Oréal heiress Liliane Bettencourt.
Prosecutors allege that Sarkozy offered Mr Azibert the job in Monaco in return for
information about the case. The investigation also revealed that the former president and
his lawyer used mobile phones and fake names to communicate - with Mr Sarkozy going
by the name Paul Bismuth.
Sarkozy is not the first former president to stand trial, but he is the first to face corruption charges. Jacques Chirac, who died last September, was put on trial in 2011, when he
was found guilty of embezzlement and misuse of public funds during his time as mayor
of Paris.
Last October, a court ruled Sarkozy must also stand trial for illicit campaign financing - a charge for which he risks a one-year jail term and a fine. In that case, for which
a court date is yet to be set, it is alleged Sarkozy spent nearly €43 million on his failed
2012 re-election bid - almost double the legal limit of €22.5 million – by using fake invoices to an events company called Bygmalion. He has claimed he was unaware of the
fraud by executives at the public relations firm Bygmalion, who are among 13 others
being pursued in the case.
Sarkozy has also been charged over accusations he accepted millions of euros from
the late Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi towards his first presidential campaign in
2007. ■

TEDDY

Mobile Ladies and Gents Hairdresser

Covering the whole of La Creuse
Cut and blow dry - €25
Colour cut and blow dry - €45
High lights/low lights, cut and blow dry - €55
Gents cut - €10

Call Teddy:
T: 06 15 78 18 04
E: edwardberridge@outlook.com
@teddyhairdressing

TED

DY
siret: 831 941 232 00017
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M&M EXCAVATION SERVICES
05 55 63 58 85 / 06 42 23 38 57 - mandmexcavationservices@gmail.com

Quality Sandblasting services across the Limousin
& surrounding areas - Contact us for a free quote

Digger & Driver Services
Dumper/Digger,
Wood Shredding,
Stump Grinding...
Facebook: M & M Excavation Services

siret: 821 846 318 00011
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www.mandmblasting.com - mandmblastinglimousin@gmail.com - 05 55 63 58 85

M&M SANDBLASTING SERVICES

France to ban culling of male chicks Jobless rate in
ten-year low

F

rance has announced it will outlaw the controversial but
widespread practice of live-shredding male chicks, in a
move cautiously welcomed by animal welfare activists.
According to Agriculture Minister Didier Guillaume the
ban will come in effect from the end of 2021. The minister also
told reporters of plans to ban the castration of piglets without anaesthetic in a similar timeframe, another measure long urged by
animal rights activists.
Egg production requires the hatching of millions of chicks every
year, with the females sold to be raised and exploited by either individual farmers or commercial poultry farms. Although some male
birds are bred for food, they produce no eggs and far less meat than
female “broilers”. As a result it is not financially viable for producers to raise the male chicks which are usually killed at a very early
age, either by grinding up or gassing.
Scientists have yet to come up with a way to effectively determine the sex of a chick that works on an industrial scale before
hatching. Traditional technology requires a small hole to be made
in the shell and a sample taken, which is an expensive process and
following the ban, producers will face increasing costs to dispose
of the unwanted male chicks. Campaigners are hoping this will

T

incentivise them to develop a method that works on a large scale.
France has become one of the first countries to implement such
a ban. Switzerland banned chick shredding in September last year,
though it is a rare practice among Swiss poultry farmers. The top
administrative court in Germany, where 45 million male chicks are
slaughtered every year, ruled in June last year that the slaughtering
of male chicks could continue until a method is found to determine
the sex of an embryo in the egg. ■

Major expat donation to Guéret SPA

T

he year began well for the SPA
de la Creuse, the local branch
of the national animal charity
Société protectrice des animaux. After a major two-year renovation, the charity's premises have fully
reopened at their site in Guéret where
the organisation cares for abandoned
animals and attempts to find them new
homes.
A large factor in the success of the
Guéret branch has been the help it receives from the expat community, in par-

ticular a group called “the SPA Creuse
Fundraisers” who have just handed over
a cheque for €12,000 to help towards the
running costs of the charity. Since their
inception the group have raised an impressive €34,000.
Set up by expat Faye Jones, the group
holds regular fundraisers and quiz nights
across the region and has become a major contributor towards the significant
running costs faced by the SPA Guérét.
The charity receives a €10,000 grant
from local authorities, but with annual

vet bills of €27,000, a hefty €6,000 food
bill and the salaries of four staff to pay,
every little helps and the support of the
local community has been essential to
its continued success.
After reduced opening hours during
the renovations, the shelter's doors are
now open six days a week: Mon-Fri
14h-16h & Sat 14h-17h. For more information, visit www.spa-creuse.com or
see page 21 of this paper for details of
just one of the unlucky dogs hoping to
find a new home. ■

he unemployment rate in France has
dropped to a ten-year low after plummeting by 3.3% in 2019. The country now
has 3.6 million jobseekers with the most
recent figures showing an unemployment rate of
8.6 %, its lowest since the financial crisis began a
decade ago. It is hoped that this may drop further to
around 8.2% by the spring. Despite the encouraging numbers, however, France remains one of the
OECD economically-developed countries with the
highest rate of people without work.
“There is still plenty of progress that can be
made. If we look at the European Union as a
whole, the unemployment rate is 6.3%, and it is
even 3% in Germany,” said Jean-Eudes du Mesnil,
secretary-general of the employers’ union CPME.
Those to have benefitted most from the recent
increase in job opportunities appear to be the
younger generation, with young jobseekers making up 2.2% of the 3.3% decrease. According to a
study by recruitment consultancy Walters People,
one third of students will now get a job before even
graduating. “This fall is first and foremost down to
company leaders who are looking to employ because their order books are full and because they
are confident,” said Mr du Mesnil.
Work Minister Muriel Penicaud said: “The efforts we are making on apprenticeship and education and other areas are getting results; we must
continue.”
President Emmanuel Macron pledged to lower
the unemployment rate to 7% by spring 2022 during his election campaign. Reforms his government have so far introduced, such as a reduction in
labour costs and social charges, have been cited as
a reason for the recent rise in employment. ■

FRANKLINS REMOVALS

Is it about time
you put that door
or window in...?

We have ECMT permits to allow us to operate
to and from France in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

A family business offering a quality,
professional service since 1985

Call us... the easy access
opening specialists
For a rapid response
and a job well done, call

Martin: 05 55 61 93 07

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

Structural & load bearing work.
All types of structure...
stone, block, timber, etc.
New, old, or adjustment to existing openings.
siret: 531 768 182 00010

Contact Stephen or Ben Franklin:

0044 121 353 7263

sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

Renewable energy
heating solutions,
airothermic, geothermic,
solar water heating,
photovoltaic, air conditioning,
electrical, plumbing &
woodburning stoves.

Windows, Doors & Dormers.

Structural concrete specialists.

● Packing services
● Full/part loads to & from the UK
● Vehicles transported
● Containerised storage
● Competitive prices
● Transit/storage insurance

Tel: 05 55 78 66 35

Web: www.masters-energies.com
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The world is going nuts

Y

Pistachio
or Almond Cake

by Julia Watson

ou might be confident that
the only feast day of any
concern during February
is St Valentine’s Day, with
its promise of chocolate, roses and,
possibly, romance. But if you lived in
the US, the 14th of February is only the
start of it.
2nd February heralds the Big
Game day, as in the Super Bowl, the
championship game of the National
Football League, that game where
some music megastar performs
during half time and loses track of
their underwear or singing reputation.
Almost incidentally, two football
teams duke it out for the title of league
champions. That’s followed two
days later by Homemade Soup Day,
which I’m guessing the Food & Drug
Administration made up, or Heinz or
Campbell sponsored. 10th February is
Oatmeal Monday, the purpose of which
may be to stoke you up with enough
porridge to permit you to cope with the
demands of Valentine’s Day. But I may
be wrong.
Once Valentine’s Day is over and
done with, there is Almond Day on the
16th, followed by the rival Pistachio
Day on the 26th, then the double
whammy finale on the 27th to wind up
February of Chili Day - and Strawberry
Day, in case you ever questioned
whether Americans eat seasonally.
Of course, if you go into In Depth
research, you’ll also discover that,
along with other US national days
in February allocated to Nutella,
Chopsticks, Frozen Yogurt, Fettuccine
Alfredo, Molasses Bars, Bagels and
Lox, Pizza, and Chocolate Fondue, the
whole of February itself is Berry Fresh
Month, Celebration Of Chocolate
Month, Great American Pies Month,
National Canned Food Month,
National Cherry Month, National Fiber
Focus Month, National Fondue Month,

National Grapefruit Month, National
Heart Healthy Month, National Hot
Breakfast Month, National Snack Food
Month, and National Potato Lovers
Month.
And you still think how and what
we eat is under the control of us
consumers?
It’s enough to drive you nuts. So
let this February column provide a
focus on those. Almonds (whose day,
remember, is the 16th) and Pistachios
(the 26th) are the treats allotted to
people on diets in need of something
tempting that raises energy while
not entirely ruining sensible eating
behaviour. But only in small quantity.
Nuts are high in calories - around 400
in 85 grams, which amounts to two
handfuls of nuts absolute tops.
Strictly speaking, a nut is a fruit.
The word ‘nut’ implies that the fruit
lies inside a shell which doesn’t open
unless forced.
Almonds are full of healthy fats, fibre
and protein, magnesium and vitamin
E. They can lower blood sugar levels,
cholesterol and blood pressure. A few
of them can also reduce hunger pangs,
which is why they’re proposed by
dieticians to encourage those on diets.
Pistachios have similar properties while
also containing antioxidants, vitamin
B6, and thiamine, and can promote gut,
eye and blood vessel health.
Here’s a recipe for a moist cake in
which you can use either almonds or
pistachios, although pistachios will
give it a more pronounced flavour. But
where it reads ‘pistachios’, use almonds
if you prefer. Stick a rose on the cake to
celebrate Valentine’s Day with a slice,
or bake it any day of February to mark
the whole month.
Julia Watson has been a long-time
Food Writer for newspapers and
magazines in the US and the UK.

Ingredients:

200g plain flour
1 tsp baking powder

100g pistachios, chopped

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda

200g golden caster sugar
150g butter, softened, plus extra
for the tin

2 tsp vanilla extract
4 limes, zested and juiced

125g soured cream

200g icing sugar

3 eggs

2 tbsp pistachios, thinly sliced

Heat the oven to 180C/ fan 160C/gas 4 and butter and line a 20cm x 10cm
x 7cm 900g loaf tin with a long strip of baking paper.
Put the pistachios and sugar in a food processor and whizz until fine. Add
the butter, soured cream, eggs, flour, baking powder, bicarb, vanilla extract and lime zest, and whizz until smooth. Scrape into the prepared tin
and bake for 50-55 minutes or until a skewer poked into the centre comes
out clean (if it browns too quickly, cover with a sheet of foil). Cool for
20 minutes in the tin, then turn out onto a wire rack to cool completely.
To make the icing, mix enough lime juice into the icing sugar to make
a drizzle-able icing. Spoon over the cake then finish with the pistachio
slivers.

Fosse-Septique23.com

Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Domestic sewage treatment specialists.
Planning permission arranged. Inspections.
Design. Supply. Full/Part installations.
10-year decennial insurance cover.

• Micro stations • Traditional Fosse septique systems • Compact filter systems • Filter bed systems
• Drainage problems • Design / supply / installation service • DIY and Trade kits now available.

Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance
Do you have a garden? Home, cottage or holiday home?
Call us on 06 72 87 87 14
or contact us via Facebook or email.
Leave your details
and an idea of the job description.
Covering 40 km from Cussac (87150)

purplesolutionsgardenmaintenance
email: sryanhill@rocketmail.com
siret: 825 351 836 00010

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

06.70.47.52.96 (English Technician)
06.49.48.39.62 (French Technician)

05.55.64.11.73

info@fosse-septique23.com

Siret: 824 706 444 00018

A cleaner future today

25 years experience. Free quotations.

Broadband Poor or Non Existent?
At TTS Media we have the solution for you!

High speed Satellite Broadband with three cost-effective packages.
From £. to £. per month.
With our popular £. package you get average speeds
of Mb up and  Mb down, plus a massive monthly data package
of  GB and a UK IP address as standard.
For more information contact Mike:
     (FR) -     (UK)
Email: mike@tts-media.co.uk
We are registered and insured in France - siret:    
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It’s time in the market – not timing the
market – that reaps rewards - Blevins Franks
One question financial advisers are
often asked, is whether this this is a
good or bad time to invest. The simple
answer is that it is not so simple!
Generally, the most sensible approach
is to invest for the long-term rather
than wait on the side-lines for the
‘right time’.
The risks of trying
to time the market
It is impossible to accurately and consistently predict market movements.
At any time, external events, investor
sentiment and even rumours can have
a negative or positive impact, often unexpectedly and suddenly. Reacting to
current conditions is usually too late,
so to be successful, you would need to
foresee both the best time to buy and to
sell. Even experienced investors cannot
get this right all the time.
Then there is the risk of missing out.
It is surprising what a difference certain days in a market cycle can make
to returns. If, for example, you are not

invested because you are waiting for
share prices to stabilise after a period
of volatility, you could miss benefiting
from rebound days if the market suddenly rallies.
To illustrate this, if you had invested
£10,000 in the FTSE All-Share index
for the full ten-year period up to 31 December 2018, you would have earned
a profit of £4,754 (excluding fees or
charges). But if you missed the five
best days, returns would fall to £3,764,
and again to £2,081 if the ten best days
were missed. Meanwhile, being out of
the market on the best 20 and 30 days
would have brought respective losses
of £132 and £1,896.
While it may feel uncomfortable to
stay invested when markets fluctuate,
this discipline usually produces better
returns over the longer term than chasing short-term gains.
Investment performance: The
bigger picture
It is all too common – especially in

the media – to remember the extreme
market highs and lows without looking at the overall picture. Most will be
aware of 1987’s ‘Black Monday’ global
stock market crash, for example, without realising that investors in the FTSE
All-share index actually realised a 4%
return over the year.
There also tends to be a focus on share
market performance, particularly in one
key region, such as the FTSE100 in the
UK or the S&P500 in the US. However,
wise investors will never have all their
interests in one asset class (e.g. equities) nor in one geographical region. So
when we hear about shocks in one share
market, this overplays the actual impact
on most investors.
The importance of diversification
Before investing, you need to ensure
that your strategy is well diversified and
suitable for your situation, risk appetite
and goals. Even the most patient investor
is unlikely to benefit from an ill-fitting
portfolio that does not meet their needs
or is overly concentrated in one area. And
yet many British expatriates tend to be
over-invested in the market they know,
making them highly vulnerable to the
fortunes of UK assets and sterling.
The best strategy for minimising risk
is to diversify by spreading investments
across multiple, unrelated areas. This
should include a range of different asset
classes (shares, bonds, cash and ‘real’
assets such as property) as well as geographical regions and market sectors.
Diversification gives your portfolio the
chance to produce positive returns over
time without being vulnerable to any
single area or stock under-performing.
Choosing an adviser who uses a dynamic ‘multi-manager’ approach can
help increase diversification. By combining several carefully selected fund
managers, this reduces reliance on any
one manager making the right decisions
in all market conditions.
Establishing a suitable
investment approach
When investing, it is crucial to care-

fully assess your situation, income requirements, goals and timeline alongside your appetite for risk. This is best
done objectively by an experienced professional who can then build a diversified portfolio with the right balance of
risk/return for your peace of mind. Your
arrangements should also be structured
as tax-efficiently as possible for your
life in France. Talk to a locally based
adviser with cross-border experience to
make the most of available opportunities.
If today’s climate still makes you
nervous, you could consider spreading
the timing of your investments over a
period by investing in tranches. The
‘pound (or euro/dollar) cost averaging’
approach can help smooth out volatility
and potentially improve average returns
over longer time periods.
British expatriates may also benefit
from exploring investment structures
that have a multi-currency facility
to minimise exchange rate risk. This
would allow you to invest, for example,
in sterling now and then switch to euros
as you wished, and choose the currency
of withdrawals.
Ultimately, a long-term, diversified
investment approach is vital to help
protect and grow your capital, whatever
the economic climate. While a ‘keep
calm and stay invested’ approach usually gives the best overall results, make
sure you still review your planning once
a year, or sooner if your circumstances
change, to continue meeting your longterm financial goals.. ■
All advice received from Blevins
Franks is personalised and provided in
writing. This article, however, should
not be construed as providing any
personalised taxation or investment
advice.
Keep up to date on the financial
issues that may affect you on the Blevins
Franks news page at:
www.blevinsfranks.com
Tel: 05 53 63 49 19
Email: bergerac@blevinsfranks.com

Buying or Selling French Property?
Legal advice from English-speaking lawyers
Also the #1 portal for property auctions

www.frenchpropertylawyer.fr

05 55 82 18 99
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
Champlong
Chatterie

Animals
& Pets

Caring, quiet accommodation
just for cats
JUNCT 22 off A20, Arnac la Poste

Dog Guest Home
(NOT KENNELS)

Your dog(s) looked after indoors at our
country home with a safe enclosed garden area.
Walked twice a day in our woods
and surrounding fields.
Must be able to socialise with other dogs.
Free introductory trial: morning or afternoon.
Nr. Châteauneuf-La-Foret, Linards.
30 mins from Limoges airport.

Alison & Ray

Tel: 05 55 60 27 83

champlongchatterie@me.com
www.champlongchatterie.com
SIRET: 520 896 671 00010

Antiques/
Brocantes

All makes and models of
cycles repaired and serviced
including E-bikes
Mobile service available,
I can come to you
30 years experience
Servicing from €35
Based in Chenerailles (23130)
fergusonvelo@gmail.com
facebook@fergusonvelo
SIRET: 878 836 170 00018

10 € / half day
Call Jane:

05 55 00 34 79/06 18 58 93 88
or Emily: 06 71 15 15 65
waggingtails87@hotmail.com
Siret: 792 142 341 00017

LA BRAUDERIE
BROCANTE
Le Bourg, Chavanat 23250

Winter Hours
Open by Appointment

Valhalla
dog
holidays

Tel: 07 80 00 46 23
UK: +44 (0)7902 838 776
siret: 803 910 942 00025

Auto & Bike
Services

Small, friendly English-run
kennels in Bétête (23270)
Open 365 days a year
Call Leanne on:

05 55 80 42 47

MOTOR PARTS

leaberry24@yahoo.co.uk

Suppliers of Car & Van
Spares & LHD headlights,
anywhere in France

or email

siret: 810 192 807 00016

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

CHARENTE

JOHN SOWERSBY

+44 (0)7830 170761

motorptscharente@aol.com
www.motorpartscharente.com

RING BILL!
Registered
Car Mechanic
05 55 81 31 85
(contrôle technique)

■ ... much more
Dept. 23 & surrounding areas

RING BILL!

Carpenter
All types
Best Rates
Available Immediately
References available
Call Mark:

06 45 82 34 03
Siret 798 692 778 00011

At Masterplans.eu we can help guide you
through your planning application in France.
From initial feasibility to completed dossiers.
We will compile all the relevant drawings and
complete the necessary paperwork to ensure
your application proceeds smoothly.
We are equally at home working with clients
here in France or those living abroad.

Tel: 05 55 80 72 83
Mob: 06 33 07 29 72

Registered Car Mechanic

05.55.81.31.85

Email: info@masterplans.eu
www.masterplans.eu

See Display Ad Below

Building
Services
Architects/Surveyors

Architectural
DRAWING
SERVICE
Renovating your
French property?
New build?
Dossiers prepared
Permis de Construire
Déclarations Préalables

>> pg 18
>> pg 18
>> pg 18
>> pg 18
>> pg 18
>> pg 19
>> pg 19
>> pg 19
>> pg 19

Siret: 790 016 984 00011

CHARTERED
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Pre-purchase & Structural Surveys.
Verbal & written reports.
Structural calculations & drawings.
Redevelopment ideas & solutions.

Neuvialle Menuiserie

Mike Christie
05 55 64 35 11 / 07 61 76 97 41
see main ad below

CARPENTER
AND BUILDER

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1986
Building • Roofing • Kitchens • Joinery

Portfolio available to view at

www.jonesentreprise.com
Jeff Jones: 05 55 62 46 21
Mob: 06 38 25 74 62
email: jones23entreprise@orange.fr
siret: 810 322 123 00011

Tim Haw B.Eng C.Eng M.I.Struct.E

FR: 0033 (0)6 52 06 22 79
UK: 0044 (0)7448 466 662

Web: www.versineer.com
Email: enquiries@versineer.com
Siret: 498 843 051 00018

Building
Services
Carpenters/Joiners

Tel: 05 53 52 36 05

lavieilleabbaye@orange.fr
SIRET: 493 770 358 00015

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

A. Wright

Carpenter & Joiner
06 35 12 10 66
see main ad - pg 7

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

NEUVIALLE MENUISERIE
JOINERY

no job too small - very competitive rates
30 Years’ Experience Joiner
Kitchens, Bedrooms & Bathrooms
Flooring & General 2nd Fix
Finishing, Joinery & Decking
Emergency Lock Services
Mike Christie
05 55 64 35 11 (Home)
07 61 76 97 41 (Mobile)
mgchristie2013@gmail.com

Siret: 802 265 728

■ Services
■ Brakes
■ MOT Prep

Handholding & Language
Health & Beauty
Insurance & Finance
Pest Control
Pools & Spas
Property Sales & Maintenance
Scrap & Clearance
Retail & Commerce
Transport/Removals/Storage

Ferguson's
Bicycle Repairs
and Servicing

Tel: 05 55 80 22 64
Mob: 06 29 32 29 76

20€ / night

SIRET: 494 617 798 00017

Animals & Pets
>> pg 13
Antiques/Brocantes
>> pg 13
Auto & Bike Services
>> pg 13
Building Services
>> pg 13-16
Chimney Sweeps
>> pg 16
Computers/Satellites
>> pg 16
Counselling & Support Services >> pg 16
Food & Drink
>> pg 18
Garden Services
>> pg 18
Gifts & Crafts
>> pg 18
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Carlos

Building
Services
Electricians

Electrician/Plumber
05 55 62 63 82
see main ad below

SAS Masters

www.masters-energies.com
05 55 78 66 35
see main ad - pg 10

Entreprise
Electricité Générale
All aspects of electrical
works undertaken
Departments 36, 23 and 87
Contact us:

06 16 91 64 67
contact@reactive-resource.com
www.reactive-resource.com
Siren: 808 481 170

SALAMANDRE

électricité
Keith SLOPER

Qualified & specialising in:
• Electricity
• Plumbing
• Small renovations
(bathrooms, kitchens, etc.)

Fully registered & insured
English & Dutch spoken
Based in the east of Creuse
E: installation23@gmail.com

M: 06 40 56 96 12
Siret: 753 054 030 00014

Tel: 05 55 64 94 20
Mob: 07 86 38 09 61
* Qualified electrician
* All types of electrical
works carried out
* Free estimates
* Fault finding
* Consuel certification arranged
* Temporary and permanent
EDF supplies arranged
* Departments 23 and 87
No Siret: 494 916 760 00015

Pink Electrique

Ruth & Geoff Kowalczyk
Project management. All electrical work, home
automation & security. Please see our website for
more information. French qualified and insured.
30+ years worldwide experience.
Departments covered: 23, 36, 87.

Tel: 05 55 63 10 68
Mob: 06 64 59 48 64

Email: pink-electrique@laposte.net
www.pink-electrique.fr
SIRET: 788 709 871 00016

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Building
Services
Fosses Septiques

LVL

Les Vidanges Limousines
▪ Emptying septic tanks
▪ Unblocking pipes
▪ Cleaning wells
▪ Group rates available
between neighbours
Call David - 24/24 7/7

06 49 66 44 25
87800 Jourgnac
Siret N° 750 725 780 00019

Lumiere Service
et Energie
Steven Rofe
28 Years' experience

• UK NICEIC approved Electrician
• Rewiring
• External & garden lighting
• All aspects of electrical works
• Fully insured - (10 year Decennale)
• Satellite Installation
• Departments covered 87, 23 & 19
05.55.69.75.67 / 06.89.47.69.71
email: rofesteven@yahoo.co.uk

www.roferenovation.com

See full list of works carried out
on the website
Siret No. 501.792.386.00010

INSTALLATION23

Fosse Septique 23
Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Fosse Septique Specialists
Planning permission arranged
Design and installation
Supply and servicing
DIY and trade kits
Free site visit and devis

05.55.64.11.73
06.70.47.52.96
siret: 824 706 444 00018

Paul Jones
Renovation

Building
Services
General
STEVE'S
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Roofing,
Building,
Renovations,
Plastering & stud walls,
... and more!
Fully insured.
e: lowe.steven@orange.fr

t: 05 55 50 52 02
m: 07 66 52 33 47
siret: 842 233 108 00013

Max Huggett

Experienced and fully registered
artisan, offering a high quality
finish and service
• 10yr Décennale Assurance
• Plasterboarding walls and ceilings
• Tape and Jointing • Kitchen Installation
• Tiling • Carpentry • Patios/Decking

For more information
on advertising in
the Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:

Tel: 05 55 69 28 12
Mob: 06 73 18 63 47
Email: pauljones@orange.fr
www.pauljonesrenovation.com
siret no: 495 067 829 00020

06 04 17 80 93

upvc-solutions

Dave Cardwell - Builder

uPVC windows, doors,
porches & conservatories

Available in white, beige & oak woodgrain.
We now offer a supply only service
on our made to measure windows.
Visit our website for more information.

sales@thebugle.eu

05 55 98 24 12

See our Display Ad below

GODSON

Experienced and fully
registered builder with 10
year Décennale Insurance

www.upvc-solutions.webs.com
siret: 503 133 159 00015

Travaux Publics
www.fossepro.com
06 33 78 24 23 - pg 3

Offering a broad selection of building
services in depts. 87, 19 & 23.
From one off installations to complete
renovations, construction, decorating,
landscaping and ground works.
E: info@maxhuggett.com

HANDYMAN/DIY

La Noneix

T: 05 55 69 37 64
M: 06 80 92 23 82

www.maxhuggett.com

English & French spoken - Siret: 518 511 340 00011

email: upvc-solutions@orange.fr

Can I help you with those jobs
you don't want to do?

• Painting/Decorating • Labouring
• Pressure Washing • General DIY
No job too small, just give me a call!!
All areas covered - Based nr Aubusson (23)

05 55 83 02 77 / 06 30 90 58 90
jonathanpiddock@orange.fr
Siret: 523 955 151 00015

Davis & Davis sales@thebugle.eu

30 years' Experience in Construction,
Renovation & Project Management
Quality Workmanship Guaranteed
Internal/ External Developments

Barn conversions, loft conversions, new-build,
drylining, plastering, rendering, spray
rendering, tiling, installation of kitchens/
bathrooms, painting, carpentry, replacement
doors & windows, velux installation, groundworks, landscaping, decking & much more...

No job too big (or small). Give us a
call for a free competitive quote.

05 55 60 29 50 / 06 04 13 30 57
email: davis-davis@sfr.fr

Based Arnac-la-Poste - Covering depts 87, 23 & 19
Siret: 498 203 652 00017

06 04 17 80 93

Entreprise
Hines

Building & Renovation
● Roofing - New & Repairs
● Masonry
● Plastering
● Dry Lining
● Sand Blasting
● Scaffold Hire
● ... and much, much more

40 years qualified experience

Your
advert
here

05.55.89.69.46
www.entreprisehines.com
robert.hines@orange.fr
SIRET: 503 169 237 00016

Stephen Cullinane & Son

06 04 17 80 93

From the foundations to the roof
Established 13 years in France
05 55 81 00 53 - see pg 6

Construction
& Property Services

Established, Professional and
Personal Building Services. Fully
registered with décennale
insurance covering all works.

●Renovations
●New builds ●Roofing
●Stonework ●Carpentry
●Ground works

Large or small projects undertaken
- please view our website.
Contact: Paul or Joanne Rands

05.55.66.44.06
www.lanoneix.com
Paul.rands@orange.fr
SIRET: 501 144 596 00019

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
RON’S SERVICES
A reliable comprehensive
range of DIY services
inside and out.
Based in Gorre
No job too small

Tel: 09 72 91 51 28
solwayservices@yahoo.co.uk
Siret: 850 034 653 00020

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93

FROM SMALL REPAIRS
TO COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS
BOILER SERVICING
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED - BASED DEPT 23

Landscaping, Ditching,
Land Clearance etc.
Hedge Removal and
Stone Wall Construction

Home renovations / Ground works
Block works / Verandas, Abris & Terraces
Barn doors & Shutters
Also available: digger & driver
Planning permission assistance and design available
HNC and ONC qualified, 15 years experience & 7 in France
Based near Lubersac (dept 19)

John Bonella

87440 Marval

lorrainemquintana@gmail.com

siret: 829 638 741 00019

DAVID CARDWELL

with Driver for Hire

ELECTRICIAN/PLUMBER

05 55 62 63 82

Mini Digger

05 55 53 03 56

siret no. 523 183 580 00019

john.bonella@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL

BUILDER

Tel: 05 55 98 24 12 - Mob: 07 82 78 01 31
Email: dave.cardwell@yahoo.co.uk
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I’m invested in Euro denominated funds - so what? Rosemary Sheppard, International Financial Adviser

I

f you have investments
in
Euro
denominated
funds, the chances are you
are not seeing the heady
performance compared to funds
invested in Sterling over the
last few years. The degree of
outperformance of Sterling over
funds invested in Euros can be
quite staggering. The problem
seems to be that when looking
into Euro funds to invest, it is our
experience that there just is not the
same choice of good performing
funds; in fact, the choice is much

smaller. In addition, the higher
charges relating to some Euro
funds can erode the returns. We
are now seeing UK discretionary
fund managers offering their good
performing funds in Euros, which
is changing the landscape for Euro
fund investors for the better.
This means that anyone invested
in Euro denominated funds should
have their portfolio reviewed. You
may have French investments,
in which case how have they
performed over the last five years?
A managed fund with a well-known
UK fund manager invested in Euros
and available to UK Expat French
residents has achieved an average
5.5% gross return per annum over
the last 5 years. This fund is medium
or balanced risk. The average annual
returns for cautious risk investment
with the same company has been
4.0% per annum gross return over

the last five years. How do your
Euro funds compare? https://www.
prudential-international.com/pdf/
PRUF479302.pdf
It takes a lot of skill and due
diligence to find good consistent
performing funds in Euros, and we
find that most expat investors would
like to see the historical performance
of a fund when considering
investing. We ensure our investors
understand that past performance
cannot be relied upon for future
performance; however, it is a good
benchmark to assess in terms of
a fund manager’s track record.
Indeed, we also look at many other
factors when choosing investment
funds. Our primary objective when
advising individuals is we will
only advise someone to invest in a
fund management company that we
have heard of, has been running for
at least five years, passes our due

diligence and most importantly, it
has to be regulated.
Now is a very good time to review
your investment funds and let us
have a look at how your portfolio
is performing, take a closer look
at charges and how the fund is
regulated. So start with a consultation
and have your investment fund
questions answered. Call me now
on 06 38 86 99 70, email: rosemary.
sheppard@blacktowerfm.com
or
visit www.theblacktowergroup.com.
This article is based on the
opinion of the financial adviser
and author, and does not reflect
the views of Blacktower. The above
information was correct at the time of
preparation and does not constitute
investment advice and you should
seek advice from a professional
adviser before embarking on any
financial planning activity.

Blacktower Financial Management
Ltd is authorised and regulated in
the UK by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Blacktower Financial
Management (Int) Ltd is licensed in
Gibraltar by the Financial Services
Commission (FSC) through whom
we have a registered branch and
passport for financial services in
France. License number 00805B.

ADVERTORIAL

Is your pool losing water or just showing
its age and in need of a makeover?

W

e are fibreglass
lining specialists
who are based in
both the UK and in
France, just outside Limoges.
We can take your old or leaking
pool and transform it to look like
new again. Using your drained
down pool as a mould, we will
fibreglass line the floor and walls
using our specialist g.r.p. system.
This will give you a beautiful onepiece lining which is fabricated
using raw materials to the exact
contours of your swimming pool.

Existing coping stones need not
be disturbed as we can recess and
dress the lining in underneath.
Once finished this can then be
heated to whatever temperature
you personally prefer to swim in
without the worry of sagging or
damage to your new liner. Our
fibreglass linings are used in
hydrotherapy pools so are used to
running at a high temperature.
A large number of our customers
in France use our method of lining
their pools as they are suitable for
high summer use with their gîte
businesses and can (water table
permitting) be drained down fully
for cleaning at the beginning of
the season without the normal
stretching that can occur with
plastic linings. No need to alter
existing fittings whether it is a tiled
or liner pool.
As we all know, fibreglass has

Before

After

New steps, Lining & Tile band

been around for many years in
the boat and car industry and has
proved itself time and time again
to be hard working and resilient
in many applications. A fibreglass
lining will give you a flexible, hard
finish that will bridge cracks and
problem areas which are unsightly

and are hard to keep clean.
Most customers choose white
or light blue and this can be
complemented with one of our
digital printed tile bands, fabricated
around the water line and clear
coated, which then becomes integral
to the fibreglass lining itself.
This will lift your pool to look
like new again and can be installed
over tiles, marblelite, painted or
drop in liner pools and even in
ground steel or plastic panelled
structures.

ADVERTORIAL

You could even use the
opportunity to have us build you
a set of quadrant steps in the
corner of your pool before the new
fibreglass lining to do away with
your shallow end steps. ■
Please see our website for many
more photos and information:
www.fibreglass-lining.com
Email: grplining@yahoo.co.uk
Call Dave Roberts:
+44 (0)1403 741 294
+44 (0)7825 916 573

Flexible removals between France, the UK and Spain

W

atson European’s latest
addition to their fleet of
specialised vehicles will
ensure customers have
even more flexibility when moving to or
from the UK.
Our new adjustable low loader trailer
is specially designed to transport vehicles
ranging in size from the smallest car to
plant and machinery including tractors,
caravans, motorhomes and boats.
Offering a drop and collect service
from our Lincoln depot customers can
now leave their vehicle and travel to
Europe safe in the knowledge their
vehicles won’t be far behind.
This in addition to our 60-day free
storage offer means your home removal
can be combined with vehicle movement
to allow for a less stressful transit between
countries.
Watson European has a longestablished tradition of delivering
fantastic customer service when it comes

to home relocations between France, the
UK and Spain. The new addition extends
this service to include larger vehicles
such as motorhomes and boats.
As the UK’s relationship with Europe
changes, Andrea and her team of
dedicated staff ensure your belongings
will be professionally relocated. Keeping
up to date with the latest regulations and

preparing for the varying Brexit deals has
been a challenge, admits Andrea. However,
our core service values remain unaffected;
people require personable service
combined with a level of professionalism
that ensures a worry-free move. ■
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Building
Services
General

Building
Services
Groundworks

WASTE REMOVAL
SERVICES

High Ground Development

• house/barn clearance
(pre sale / post sale)
• garden/land clearance
• dechetterie runs
• rubbish removal
Specialist equipment available:
• tractor with flail mower,
rotavator, etc.
• vehicle with 1.5 tonne crane

05 55 37 45 35

wasteremovalmultiservices@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

A. Wright

Carpenter & Joiner
06 35 12 10 66
see main ad - pg 7

Harlequin
Developments
est. 2007

All aspects of renovation
and refurbishment, big or
small, undertaken.
Kitchens fitted and tiled
Replacement doors and windows
Parquet flooring
Oak framed porches
Plasterboard and Insulation

05.55.68.67.56
06.06.60.46.97

harlequindevelopments@live.com
www.harlequindevelopments.com
SIRET: 494.501.067.00016

Masonry
& More

General building
Renovation , Roofing
Reliable, good quality work
30 years exp
Scaffold Hire
Martin Sprague

05 55 61 93 07

martin_sprague_1@ hotmail.com
SIRET: 531 768 182 00010

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

andy@hgdev.co.uk
www.hgdev.co.uk
see main ad - pg 6

Mini-Digger with driver

05.55.53.03.56

john.bonella@gmail.com
See Main Ad pg 14

RSW Entreprises

Fosse Septiques/Micro stations

05.55.80.00.57

See our Display Ad - pg 8

M&M
EXCAVATION SERVICES

05 55 63 58 85 / 06 42 23 38 57
See main ad - pg 10

For more information
on advertising in
the Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93
Building
Services
Lifts & Scaffolding

Cherry
Picker
Services

14.5 metres on a van
lasout@live.com

Your
advert
here

Call for a quote

06 04 17 80 93

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89

Building
Services
Plasterers

Able
Plastering

French registered plasterer
with over 30 years’ experience
All internal and
external works covered
Plastering
(English and French plaster)
Rendering
Concreting
Floor Screeding
Stud Partitioning
Lime Mortar Pointing

Tel: 05 55 62 12 39
Mobile: 06 06 41 10 30
Siret: 527 906 614 00013

Building
Services
Plumbing & Heating
Carlos

Electrician/Plumber
05 55 62 63 82
see main ad - pg 14

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

ANGLO
Building
SCAFFOLDING Services
Roofing
HIRE
UK scaffolding supplied and
erected here in France
Qualified and fully insured
FREE no obligation quotes
Call Ian on

06 34 24 64 11
or see

www.lakesidebandb.net

Email: akbrunnstrom@yahoo.co.uk
SIRET: 799 067 939 00014

MUMFORD TOITURE
Roofing & Plastering/
Plasterboarding Service

25+ years roofing experience
All aspects of roofing, large or small
15+ years experience plastering/boarding
Fully registered and insured
Trading in France since 2007
Call Mark for a free quotation

05 55 44 71 44 / 06 78 60 96 16
mumford.toiture@gmail.com
Siret No. 493 159 412 00011

Building
Services
Sandblasting
Sand and Blast
We provide a fully operated

sandblasting

service for wood, stone and metal.
Perfect for stripping away years
of grime or paint.
Contact us for a free quote, or see our website:

www.sandandblast.com

05 55 76 31 59 / 06 77 40 95 92
bobby@sandandblast.com
steve@sandandblast.com
SIRET: 812 727 253 00013

M&M
SANDBLASTING SERVICES

05 55 63 58 85 / 06 42 23 38 57
See main ad - pg 10

Experienced, Registered &
Fully Insured
No mess, no fuss
Email: cinderssweep@gmail.com

T: 07 68 76 39 99
siret: 484 768 700 00029

Computers,
Satellites &
Web Design
TTS Media

High speed satellite broadband
03 66 88 06 29 / +44 (0)1308 888 020
see main ad - pg 11

GOODWIN
SATELLITE

SALES & INSTALLATION OF ALL SATELLITE
SYSTEMS & AERIALS. FAULT FINDING.
Dept 23 & surrounding areas

Tel: 05 55 62 05 61
Mob: 06 52 38 67 65
Email: garygoodwin@wanadoo.fr
siret: 453 067 910 00019

Big Dish Satellite

Chimney
Sweeps

www.bigdishsat.com

05 55 78 72 98
see main ad - pg 3

Chimney Sweeping
• Flue ways cleared
• Birds nests, vermin
& debris removed
• Smoke evacuation & gas
tightness tests
• Official certificates of cleaning
issued (Certificat de Ramonage)

For all your TV
and satellite
installations and repairs
(Sky TV, Internet etc.)
Call Patrice:

06.79.07.91.56

www.stovesellers.com

libre.antenne87@gmail.com
Fast dependable service

Siren: 502 409 949

siret: 353 613 227 00035

05 55 63 78 72

La Petite Ramoneur

THE LADY
SWEEP
Established since 1986

Brush & Vacuum
All types of chimney
Fully Insured

Based Séreilhac (87)

Counselling
& Support
Services
COUNSELLING

& PSYCHOTHERAPY
Lesley Kidd MSc
& Martin Simpson MSc

02 54 31 48 50

• Meet in person or via skype
• Borders 87/19/23 (87130)
• Individuals & Couples
lesleykidd@hotmail.co.uk
simpson.mj@hotmail.co.uk

siret 504 218 454 00016

SIREN: 818 604 654

Call Ruth Langston

06 25 61 84 95 (SMS only)

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu
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Houses on Internet: A Global Property Network

H

ouses on Internet
– Global Property
Services
(hereafter
referred to as “HOIGPS”) is the internet/marketing
company that has been helping
people sell their French property
to buyers worldwide since 2009.
Richard Kroon, founder and
director of the company: “In
spite of Brexit, this year started
off extremely well. We still see
British buyers, but also many
other nationalities, which is why
our worldwide advertising is so
important. Our marketing efforts
are definitely paying off and
guarantee a worldwide exposure
of your property to buyers
wherever they live.
“Last year was one of the most
successful ever for HOI-GPS.
We sold properties in the price
range from €35,000 to €875,000
to people from 14 different

countries, like France, Australia,
Belgium, Holland, the United
Kingdom, Switzerland, Germany,
Norway,
Sweden,
Canada,
Denmark and South-Africa.
“The actual work all starts with
the presentation of a property. If
that’s not good enough, all other
marketing efforts are useless. Our
photographers usually take 150
to 200 photos of a house and in
addition copy any good (summer)
photos our clients may have
themselves.
“About 50 to 60 of those
photos are selected, enhanced
and presented on the dedicated
website we make for each
property in English, French and
Dutch.
“The
texts
don’t
just
describe the house, garden and
outbuildings, but information
about shopping, schools, airports
and leisure is given too.

“When the website for the
house is online, we first connect
it to our main HOI-GPS websites
which attract over 135,000
visitors from 35+ countries each
month. Most of these people find
us through Google and additional
Google advertising.
“To reach an even larger
audience, a summary of the
presentation of the house is
also placed on several other
leading property websites. These
adverts are also connected to the
dedicated website of the house,
making it all one big global
property network.
“As the property market
has become a global one, a
prospective buyer can be on the
other side of the world while
the owner is in bed sleeping.
With our approach, the buyer
does not have to wait and can
see the entire property whenever

he wants, at the moment he is
interested in it.”
For more information on HOIGPS or to market your property
through them, visit their website. ■

Houses on Internet Global Property Services
www.housesoninternet.com

+31 (0)6 41 20 73 69

Advertising in The Bugle Business Directory
Advertising your business couldn’t be easier. Text only, boxed listings are available in our Business Directory from just €12.50/month.
Alternatively, why not spotlight your business with an Advertorial, available from 1/6 Page (€50 HT) up to Full Page (€300 HT).
Both Directory Adverts and Advertorials represent a cost effective way to put your brand in front of more than 30,000 pairs of eyes each month!!

For more information on any of our advertising options, please feel free to give us a call
on 06 04 17 80 93 or send an email to sales@thebugle.eu

6-Month Contract

12-Month Contract

Small b&w Directory Ad

€100

€150

Large b&w Directory Ad

€130

€195

Small Colour Directory Ad

€140

€210

Large Colour Directory Ad

€180

€270

All prices exclude TVA (20%)

Large Directory Ad
46mm x 71mm
(Actual Size)
45 words max
Small Directory Ad
46mm x 46mm
(Actual Size)

30 words max

Directory Advertising is available either in black and white or colour, and in either small (30 words max) or large (45 words max) format.
Directory adverts may only contain text (small logos may be allowed when supplied). The minimum contract length is 6 months.
Advertising is payable on publication. All prices are HT.

ADVERTORIAL

“SolarVenti”- the solar solution to damp and humidity

A

simple solar energy
system that runs on its
own, even when you are
not there! – And provides a free
heat supplement in winter.
The Solarventi air panel was
invented more than 20 years
ago by Hans Jørgen Christensen, from Aidt Miljø, with
the backing of the Danish
government. He wanted to use
the sun’s energy for airing and
ventilation of the thousands
of holiday homes on the West
coast of Jutland, - houses that
were left empty and unheated
for long periods - houses with
damp problems, mould and bad
odours - houses that left their
owners with discomfort, lots of
work and expense. He wanted
a system that would be safe,
simple, without the need for
radiators, water and/or mains
electricity. Slowly but surely,
the first Solarventi model came

together.

How it works
The principle behind Solarventi is simple: a small, builtin, solar cell powers a 12V fan
that is connected to an air vent,
a control unit and an on/ off
switch.
Whenever the sun shines, the
air in the solar panel is heated
and the fan, receiving power
from the solar cell, introduces
warm, dry air into your home at
the rate of 20 to 100 cubic metres per hour.
The initial models were more
than capable of keeping the cottages dry (and ventilated), even
with the limited sunshine hours
available in Denmark during
the winter season. Since that
time, the technology has really come along in leaps and
bounds. Now, more than 20
years later, the 3rd and 4th generation Solarventi have exceed-

ed all expectations.
In Southern Europe, Solarventi is not only used for
ventilation/dehumidification
purposes; with far more winter
sunshine hours, it also provides
a substantial heating supplement. Several technical and
governmental studies show that
incoming air temperature can be
increased by as much as 40°C.
A DIY Solution?
The installation process is
very straightforward and should
only take two or three hours. All
that is needed is a drill, hammer
and chisel to make a hole in the
wall. Roof installations are also
possible. In fact, the Solarventi
was originally designed to be a
DIY product - in Scandinavia it
still is.
There are no electrical or
water connections and it can be
safely left running, even when

the property is empty. Solarventi requires no maintenance
- if the property is unoccupied
during the hot summer months,
then it can be left running at low
speeds for ventilation and dehumidification purposes or simply
switched off.
With a range of panel sizes,
and the option for wall or roof
mounting, Solarventi is suitable for all types of buildings,
caravans or even boats!! Following the patenting of its design in 2001, Solarventi has
only recently been actively
commercialized. Over the last
six years, Solarventi units have
been installed in more than 24
countries and demand is increasing rapidly. From Greenland to Australia, Solarventi is
finally getting the recognition it
deserves. ■
Units start from €490 TTC.

SOLARVENTI - Available in the Limousin
From Harlequin Developments
Tel: 05 55 68 67 56
Mobile: 06 06 60 46 97
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Le Restaurant Ecurat

Restaurant du soir.
Lunchtime Menu Ouvrier.
Our menu changes monthly.
Special occasions and parties welcome.
Fish and chips and mushy peas
€11,50 the last Friday of each month.
Open Mon - Sat
* Reservation in advance please*
For more information:

tel: 05 55 81 31 85

email: ecurat123@hotmail.com
2km from Chénérailles and the
Chateau Villemonteix.

British Market Stall
facebook.com/britishmarketstall
+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09 +33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
see main ad - pg 2

Try Something Different

Chez Jacques
Marsac (23)
• Cosy atmosphere
• Speciality Crêpes
• Large burger menu
• Around 115 single malt whiskies
• Selection of bottled British ales
• Book corner, pool table
• "Mouclade" nights
• Curry nights

05 87 40 02 83
closed Wednesdays

Mandys-curry-2-go
Mobile Curry Take Away
For menus and venues:

www.mandyscurry2go.com
Follow us on facebook
e : mandyscurry2go@gmail.com

m : 07 70 39 12 23

Parties 20+ & events catered for
siret: 498 199 306 00016

For more information
on advertising in
the Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

GARDEN SERVICES

Les Genêts, Azerables

Grass Cutting
Strimming
General Maintenance
Based La Souterraine (23)

Bar/Restaurant

High quality British & French food
at reasonable prices.
Menu du Jour €12, Traditional Pub
Food, Vegetarian dishes, Childrens
& Snack menus also available

Paul Brown

05.55.63.90.79

Tel: 05 55 89 57 40
brownpaul006@gmail.com

SIREN: 483 988 853

Siret: 483 059 242 00030

www.lecreusoisbistro.com

Garden
Services
DMS gardening
& cleaning services
Now taking on new clients for 2020 for all
your cleaning and gardening needs,
including changeovers and key holding.
Reliable, trustworthy and experienced.
Areas 16/87/86/24 covered

janinedisney@aol.com

06 42 14 26 56
siret: 827 791 054 00014

‘Chou Chou’
Magnat-l’Etrange, Creuse (23)

RHS qualified horticulturalists
Clearance, weeding, pruning, topiary,
planting, maintenance, design.
Day or half day rates.
Excellent references.
All work by hand.
contact: vita_hewison@mac.com
siret: 877 702 696 00015

Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance

06 72 87 87 14
see main ad - pg 11

Gifts &
Crafts
Très Jolie

Ladies fashion accessories
05 55 53 03 56 / 06 04 08 29 53
see main ad pg 19
26, Ecurat 23150

Atelier d'Art du Jardin

Artisan
art
for your
garden

A HELPING HAND
Translation/interpretation
Dealing with utilities/banks
Permis de construire
Sourcing/supervising artisans
Notaire/tax/hospital meetings

Garden &
Property Services

The Spectrum IFA Group

In these uncertain times, 1 thing is certain...
There is no better moment to up the level of your
French to get the most out of your life in Limousin
... and even obtain French citizenship!!
• feel confident socially, cope at the doctor's or vet's
• deal with emergencies, chat over the garden
wall and make friends
• help with phone calls and paperwork
• feel comfortable speaking with French people
and let your personality shine through
• keep your brain active and fend off Alzheimer's
Small groups with a level to suit yours.
Free 3 hours as taster to include coffee & cake.
Everyone CAN improve!!
New Year's resolution? Not too late to join a class!
To reserve your place in the appropriate group:

International Financial Adviser

Email: homer.jennifer@gmail.com

Bien-Être

14 Place de l'eglise, 87470 Peyrat-le-Château
Reflexology - €30 to €40
Indian Head Massage - €30
Indian Face Massage - €50
Simple Face Massage - €30
Gel Nail Polish - €20 to €35
Manicure/Pedicure - €15 to €25
Ear piercing - €30 to €35
Spray Tan - €15 to €20
Massage from €10 upwards.
Pamper days for up to 5 people
(Ideal for get togethers!!)
Also, gifts, cards and more available to buy!!
20 % off first visit, 10% off second with this advert

Based in St-Julien-le-Petit (87460), covering
St. Léonard, Peyrat, Eymoutiers, Bujaleuf.
siret: 839 102 415 00016

05 55 89 15 74 - pg 4

The region's leading distributor of
Spas, Swim spas, Saunas & Hot tubs

New for 2019

We are pleased to announce our
new range of over 80 Spas, Swim
spas, Hot tubs & Saunas from top
European and U.S. manufacturers.

Web: www.limousin-spas.com
Email: sales@limousin-spas.com
Tel: 05 55 63 26 20
Siret: 752 157 610 00011

Naturalis Pools

Formerly La Petite Place

www.naturalispools.com

See our Display Ad - pg 2

see main ad - pg 2

05.55.60.08.46

French lessons
& handholding services

Limousin Spas

Prices from €2,000

Chez Boutique

Sophie Arsac

Pools &
Spas

Mobile hairdresser
Call Teddy:

05 55 64 55 70 - see ad pg 8

stengrendon1@gmail.com

Pest
Control

*Platinum Spas* *Superior Spas*
*Tuff Spas* *Zen Spas* *BeSpa*
*Durasport* *Superior Saunas*
*Baltic Hot tubs* *Baltic Saunas*

06 15 78 18 04- pg 8

Siret: 841 617 491 00011

TEL: 06 72 11 62 15

See our main ad - pg 12

E: tranquillitypeyrat@gmail.com
W: www.facebook.com/tranquillitypeyrat/

Covering all of La Creuse!

Champsac 87230

Need some advice?
Too much like hard-work?
30 years of experience

management advisers

www.blevinsfranks.com

02 48 60 83 72

Tranquillity

joe.geer@orange.fr

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Blevins
Franks
International tax and wealth

see main ad pg 19

Tel: 06 86 95 46 51

Garden Maintenance
& GeneralHandyman

05 55 89 57 94 - see pg 2

Central France
Pest Control

Health
& Beauty

T: 06 51 20 26 37

Sid's All Seasons

Tony Farrell

siret: 490 323 243 00025

Grass, hedge and tree cutting
Fences, gates and stone walls
Gite cleaning and changeovers
... and much more

Stephen Grendon

06 38 86 99 70 - pg 11

Jenny Homer BA Hons, PGCE

Joseph and Samantha Geer

Maintenance gardener

siret: 792 285 025 00013

Rosemary Sheppard

French classes held in Eymoutiers

tel: 05 55 81 31 85

Handholding &
Language
Services

Blacktower

Financial Managment Group

Jonathan Critchley
jcritch.7@gmail.com

2km from Chénérailles and the
Chateau Villemonteix

email: ecurat123@hotmail.com

Insurance
& Finance

05 55 62 50 38

Osteopathy
& Acupuncture
Linda & Paul Bodimeade

Back, Neck, Joint Pain, Arthritic conditions?
Anxiety, Headaches, Sports Injuries?
Insomnia, Stress, Sinus, Hayfever?
Based in Châteauneuf-la-Forêt (87130)

Tel: 06 95 46 25 38
lindabodimeade@eircom.net
paulbodimeade@eircom.net

siret: 791 847 429 00010

26, Ecurat 23150

Le Creusois

siret: 793 539 826 00016

Food &
Drink

www.thebugle.eu ○ THE BUGLE ○ FEBRUARY 2020

06 31 17 25 60

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
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Dave Roberts

Fibreglass Specialist
Fibreglass swimming pool linings
that can be applied over all finishes:
tiles, marbelite, concrete, etc.
Perfect for new pools, old pools,
or pools leaking water
Laminated on site, one piece
and seam free
For more information or a quote,
contact Dave:
+44 (0)1403 741 294
+44 (0)7825 916 573

www. fibreglass-lining.com

Property
Sales &
Maintenance

All Property Diagnostics
for Sales/Rentals
Energy Performance (DPE),
Asbestos, Lead, Electricity,
Gas, Termites, Risks/Pollution,
Measurements
Fluent English speaking.
Technical comments and
advice possible

See our references on:

www.moulin-de-tintin.com
05.55.79.57.60 - see pg 3

Caring for
your home in
France when
you can’t
be there

Property management
All properties looked after,
main residences, holiday homes & gîtes.
Changeovers, cleaning,
tidy ups, maintenance, gardening,
swimming pools, etc.
Single or regular visits.
Fully insured.
Oradour-sur-Vayres (87150).
References available.

www.giteandtidy.com
09 82 12 69 73 (Home)
06 06 40 81 07 (Portable)

Houses on Internet
See our Display Ad - pg 3

Beaux Villages Immobilier

Bruno Sablé

9, St. Louis Pasteur
87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres

Sewing Machine
Repairs

T: 05 55 67 90 47 / P: 06 40 75 74 47
E: marktrudy0506@gmail.com
W: www.creusepropertycare.com
Siret: 479 965 758 00028

Samantha van Dalen

FRENCH LEGAL
AND PROPERTY SERVICES
Buying or selling in France?
Problems with inheritance or succession?
We are a fully bilingual team, with a wealth
of experience dealing with French notaires

FR: 06 45 30 04 66
UK: +44 (0)7910 199 072
www.frenchlegalandpropertyservices.com

Scrap &
Clearance

I will buy just about anything in
your barn: agricultural machinery,
cars, motorbikes, lorries, pushbikes,
old wrought ironwork, oil cans,
signs, timberwork and doors...
in fact, anything!!
Just think, that rubbish
could earn you cash!!

Cash paid
for scrap

06 04 17 80 93

All Limousin covered
Anything considered
Any quantity

Tel: 05 55 37 45 35
Mob: 06 74 21 47 71
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/

VAN ROUGE
Affordable Moves Europewide
18m3 Van / 4.5m load length
29m3 available on request
Full loads/ part loads/ single items
Regular UK runs.

www.themanwithavan.info
vanrouge@mail.com

(+33) 07.61.21.85.15

Smart Moves
For a fully insured,
careful service

CALL: 0633 847 699
siret: 511 127 763 00015

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Transport,
Removals
& Storage

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE
FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME
WE COLLECT FROM
ALL AREAS OF THE UK AND DELIVER
TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE
Find us on Facebook:
@smartmovesukfrance
Please CALL or EMAIL Stephen

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk

+44 (0)1253 725 414

www.smartmovesremovals.co.uk

Central
France
Storage

Man & Van
Transport

Genuine/Reliable/Honest
Local + Europe + UK runs
Now also available for
House/Barn clearances!
14m3 capacity
4.2m load length
English & French Spoken

09 82 12 69 73
87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres

www.frenchvanman.eu
Siret 530 213 644 00012

see main ad - pg 6

www.agencebeaumont.com
06 74 93 58 39

... all makes and models
Also repairs
and maintenance
of small electrical
appliances
M: 06 38 92 61 24
T: 09 51 59 31 43
E: brunosable9@gmail.com

Antiquités agricoles

Siret: RCS ANGOULEME 812 798 668

REMAX

see main ad - pg 5

Stove
Sellers
www.stovesellers.com
05.55.63.78.72

Your
advert
here

www.beauxvillages.com

Freephone: 08 05 69 23 23

Furniture, interiors & gifts

See our Display Ad - pg 4

Garden & Pool Maintenance
General Maintenance & Small
Renovation work including
plasterboarding, tiling, painting, etc.
Changeovers/House Cleaning
Ad-hoc Assistance
References available
Contact Mark or Trudy...

www.housesoninternet.com

+31 (0)6 41 20 73 69

www.chauffagebois-limousin.com
05 55 63 72 45 - see ad below

Moulin de Tintin

Creuse Property Care

'Gite and Tidy'

Carrefour du
Bois Limousin

Contact : 06 28 94 24 00 or
philippe.andre@diagamter.com

www.diagamter.com

OLD'S
HEIGHT

Retail &
Commerce

Buggs Car Hire

www.centralfrancestorage.com
Dry, safe & secure storage
Brexit Busting Prices!!
Vehicle storage options
We also do internal moves!
14.5m cherry picker available

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Email: lasout@live.com
siret: 494 123 847 00019

Watson European
International Removals

Bergerac & Limoges Airports

www.buggscarhire.com
see main ad - front page

www.watsoneuropean.co.uk
see main ad - pg 4

Franklins Removals

Transition Removals

www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

www.transitionremovals.net

0044 121 353 7263

(+33) 05 55 34 19 46

see main ad - pg 10

siret 532 981 198 00015

see main ad below

Family run business based in France
which prides itself on a personal
professional service
7 tonne truck to and from the UK and Europe,
with a highly experienced staff. We provide a door-to-door
service with packing and dry, secure storage.
We are a professional furniture removal company
and NOT a man and a van.

Granulés du Limousin

Phone: (+33) 05 55 34 19 46 - Mobile: (+33) 06 80 75 87 14
Email: p.evans@orange.fr - www.transitionremovals.net

TRANSITION REMOVALS

siret: 482 524 907 00011

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

Très Jolie

Ladies Italian clothes and
fashion accessoires
Beautiful scarves, purses,
handbags, jewellery & gifts

(See Notice Board for where to ﬁnd me)

Paula Bonella

05 55 53 03 56
06 04 08 29 53

tres.jolie1@orange.fr
Facebook: search for “Tres Jolie Milhaguet”
siret 753 125 061 00014

20 ♦ COMMUNITY

www.thebugle.eu ○ THE BUGLE ○ FEBRUARY 2020

CLUBS, CHARITIES & ASSOCIATIONS
Charities
The Hope Association Charity Shop
87
2 rue de la Vieille Tour, 87120
Eymoutiers
The shop is run by a group of volunteers
with the sole aim of raising funds for
abused & abandoned animals.
Opening hours: Sat 10h-13h, Wed &
Fri 14h-17h, 1st & 3rd Thu morning
10h-12h.
We offer a selection of items including
pre-loved clothes, jewellery, greeting
cards and much more.
We are happy to accept anything in good
sale condition either directly to the shop
or email shopeightyseven4hope@gmail.
com
SPA Creuse
The SPA Creuse dog refuge centre is
based in Saint-Sulpice-le-Guérétois
near Guéret and provides an invaluable
service to the community by rescuing
dogs that otherwise would have nowhere
to go.
Each year we re-home over 100 dogs
which find themselves at the SPA though
no fault of their own. We have dedicated
staff who work alongside a network of
French and British volunteers, all of
whom have one aim in life, which is to
do the best they can for the dogs until
they find their forever homes.
In order to do this they need to raise
funds; along with walking the dogs
every day, volunteers also organise
fund-raising events and vide-greniers
throughout the year.
We are a friendly bunch and always on
the lookout for more like-minded people
and so if you are interested in becoming
a volunteer, making a donation, or
adopting one of our lovely dogs, then
please visit our website www.spacreuse.com.
Church Notices
English-speaking Christian meeting in
La Souterraine
All are welcome to our meetings every
Sunday at 10.30 am at La Souterraine.
A talk will be given each week in
English lasting 30 minutes on a variety
of subjects. The purpose is to build up
our spirituality and help us with dayto-day living. Our Kingdom Hall is
located at 31 l’Age aux Roux, 23300 La
Souterraine. Also please see our website:
JW.ORG
English-speaking church services
Guéret
"Come as you are" - This is an invitation
to join us at our SERVICE IN ENGLISH.
Whether you have a faith or would just
like to attend a church service, you are
welcome at 3 pm on the 2nd Sunday of
each month at Église Évangélique, 9b
Place Bonnyaud, 23000 Guéret.
We welcome all who want to share in
our fellowship and children are very
welcome. For more details please visit
www.serviceinenglish.com
Eglise Protestante Unie de France English Language services
We look forward to giving a warm
welcome to everyone from whatever
Christian tradition (or none) on the 3rd
SUNDAY of the MONTH at 3 pm. (Two
exceptions - August and December second Sunday) Where? At the “Temple”
in Thiat (in the north of the HauteVienne) – the chapel is on the main road

close to the Mairie. After worship there
is tea/coffee and cake – and a chance to
chat. (Services in French every Sunday
morning). If you want to know more
contact Rev Stephen Sawyer on 05 49 84
33 86 or Zoë Horlock on 05 55 68 59 95.
Fitness & Fun
La Chance de Danser
New times for classes as follows:
St-Léger-Magnazeix - Salle des fêtes
(Adults): Tue 5-6 pm Stretch & Tone;
6-7 pm Beginners Tap; Thu 5-6 pm
Elementary Tap; 6-7 pm Dancersize.
La Souterraine - Batiment St Joseph (opp
la mairie) (Adults): Sat 9-10 am Ballet.
For
more
info
please
email
lachancededanser2019@outlook.com or
tel 06 99 95 43 00.
Bridge Club St. Junien
Regular tournaments. Bridge lessons
for beginners and intermediate levels
(English-speaking teacher). Friendly
welcome guaranteed.
For further information don't hesitate
to contact Mireille Drouet, President
06 30 20 45 13 / 05 44 24 10 92 /
mireillemartin@orange.fr or John Slade
05 45 71 50 44 / johnslade@aliceadsl.fr
Yoga Aubusson
Classes at the Maison Sport et Danse,
Dojo: Mon 15:45 Gentle Hatha; Tue
17:30 Yin, 18:30 Hatha.
Valliere Salle Polyvalente: Wed 18:30
Hatha.
Felletin Espace Tibord: Fri/Sat 10:00
Hatha.
5 euro per class plus 10 euro adhesion.
More info: Abbey 06 83 24 62 72 www.
amovingspa.wixsite.com/equilibreyoga
Cussac Bowls Club - Short mat indoor
bowls
If you’re a beginner or seasoned player
come and join in with a friendly club.
Weekly meetings starting Wednesdays
19:45 and Thursdays 9:45.
Please call Peter on 05 55 78 66 45 for
more info, email cussacbowlsclub@
gmail.com or come along to one of our
meetings at Cussac gymnasium.
Indoor Bowling at Oradour-surVayres
If you already play or have never tried
indoor bowling then come along to a
meeting. It's great fun and easy to play.
If you have never played it before we
will show you how. We meet every
Monday evening starting at 18.30 hrs
at La Chapelle, avenue des Chapelles,
87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres. Come and
try it - it's free. For further info tel 05 55
78 45 24 or email oradourbowlingclub@
outlook.com
Keep Fit
Amazing abs, breathtaking buttocks!
Come and join our group at the CAPE
in Pontarion. We are all ages, all sizes,
men & women, but are serious about
keeping fit. We meet every Thursday at
8 pm in Pontarion Town Hall, for a onehour workout. Come for a free trial, or
call 05 55 64 98 87 or 06 32 42 95 68 for
more details.
Drawing and painting classes
At Saint-Junien with the CAPCC (art
club). All levels welcome, every Monday
and Thursday, English and French
spoken, friendly atmosphere, materials
provided by the club. 45€ / half-term.
Contact:
lindsaycox@club-internet.fr
for brochure with full details.
Chabanais Bowls Club Indoor Short
Mat Bowling

Peyrat Film Club

The CINEMA in Peyrat-le-Château, run by the volunteers of the
Association Bande Originale, regularly shows VOST films (original version with French subtitles),
especially for all the non-French speakers in our region.
In February we will be showing:
Motherless Brooklyn – Saturday 1 February, 17h
Star Wars: Episode IX - The Rise of Skywalker – Saturday 8 February, 17h
Little Women – Saturday 15 February, 17h
1917 – Saturday 29 February, 17h
Ticket price €5, but just €3.50 for members of the Association.
See our website for dates & times, etc: http://bandeoriginale.jimdo.com
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Whether you wish to start, improve
or just enjoy indoor bowls, we offer
a friendly atmosphere with regular
competitive and social events. We meet
on Tue 10h-13h and Thu 14h-17h.
All equipment supplied, only €2 pp/
week. Regular gentle exercise for all
ages and nationalities. If interested,
join us for a free taster session at the
salle des fêtes, Chabanais, or email:
chabanaisbowlsclub@gmail.com
INSPIRATIONS – Art & Craft Group
We are a small group of artists and
crafters who meet every Friday from
2 pm until 5 pm at the Salle Barbara,
Droux 87. There is no formal tuition but
we all help, advise and encourage each
other to perfect our skills and learn new
ones. New members welcome, from
absolute beginners to experts. Materials
can be supplied for try-outs.
Contact: inspirations.droux@gmail.com
Art Classes Mainsat
The class runs every Thurs (term time) at
the Salle du temps libre in Mainsat from
14h-16h. We do a little bit of everything:
pencil, charcoal, watercolour, pastel,
acrylics, oils and sculpture, etc. Contact
Susan Neill for more info: Tel 05 55
83 12 18 / Mob 06 87 99 31 37 / Email
thomas-susan.neill@hotmail.com
Zumba
Dept 18 & 36. Contact: Coralie tel 07
78 66 52 01 Web: fun-life-attitude.
webnode.fr Facebook: Coco Zumba
Email: coralie.pouille@hotmail.fr
Dordogne
Short
Mat
Bowls
Association
Learn to play Indoor Short Mat Bowls
in the heart of the Dordogne at Eyzerac,
just off the N21, south of Thiviers.
We are a small friendly inclusive club
who meet every Thursday afternoon
throughout the year at the Complex
Sportif in Eyzerac 24300. We are looking
forward to welcoming new members,
both novices or experienced players. We
have all the equipment you need to play,
so why not join us any Thursday at 2 pm
until 5 pm.
To arrange a taster session or simply
for more details contact Paul Boswell
(Secretary) at boswellmoore@hotmail.
com or call 05 53 56 99 75.
Walking Football, Dun-le-Palestel
If you think your footballing days are
over, then think again! Our association,
Entente Cordiale, is trying out a new
venture – Walking Football, a slower
version of the beautiful game! And it's
for all adults over the age of 50. We
meet every Monday from 16h-17h in the
Gymnasium, just opposite The Apollo.
Walking football is designed to give
you the chance to play the game you
love, but at a much slower pace. It's a
great way to keep fit, learn skills, have
fun, and socialise at the same time, so
why not come along? At the moment,
all sessions are indoors, so please wear
appropriate clothing and footwear.
If you are interested in coming along
please contact Steve Coram by email at:
scoramcoram69@gmail.com
Also now – Badminton! Playing
Badminton helps to improve your fitness,
and is great fun too! Come and join in
with us every Tuesday afternoon from
16h-17h in the Gymnasium. Everyone
welcome.
Laurière Carpet Bowls Club
Registered & insured. For some gentle
exercise with a friendly social club, learn
to play Indoor Bowls at Lauriere, 87370,
in the Haute-Vienne. No experience
required. Come and take a look. It is great
fun and easy to play. Join us any Monday
at 2 pm until 5.30 pm at La Maison des
Jeunes (Community Centre), on the
route de St Goussaud (D28) just off the
D914 at Lauriere. Parking available.
Session includes short refreshment
break with home-made cakes (€2.50 per
person). For info, please call 05 55 71 23
83. Currently, we have British, French,
and Dutch members. We look forward to
seeing you.
American Line Dancing (French
Style)
The new course for 2019/20 has just
started so why not come along.
The Phénix Country Club welcomes new
members - men & women, beginners &
experienced dancers - to the salle des
fêtes at LACS, near LA CHÂTRE, dept
36.
Learn French & learn to dance in a
friendly environment every Tues & Fri
evening from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm. 1st 2
sessions are free. Annual subscription is
80 euros per person.
For more information in English
contact Ruth on 02 48 56 34 85
or email our French Présidente at

phenixcountryclub@gmail.com
Art Classes in Bujaleuf in French and
English
Caroline welcomes you at her workshop
in Bujaleuf for drawing and watercolour
painting. 2 courses weekly: Tue and Wed
afternoons, 10 euros per person for a
two-and-a-half-hour session. The classes
are in both French and English, a good
way to share languages and cultures in
a friendly atmosphere. New students
welcome.
For further information please contact
Caroline on 06 72 08 26 15 or at
carolineplatter87@gmail.com.
Gardening

schoolteacher and a current French
teacher of English. Discussion is
informal, loosely based on everyday
topics, including some grammar plus
general discussion. We need a few more
people to help keep it vibrant and to
cater for inevitable absences. The only
cost is yearly membership of the local
Association, about €16, which brings
with it other social opportunities. To find
out more please contact Chrissy Smith at
chrissysmith.rc@gmail.com
Familles Rurales in Peyrat-le-Château
Association Familles Rurales now offer
assistance in English and Dutch to all
non-French speaking people (British,
Dutch, German, etc.) concerning all
kinds of administrative steps. The

Les petits jardiniers du Limousin

Do you have a garden or even just a window box? Do you want to make it more colouful or easy to maintain?

If you are interested in your garden and would like to learn more about caring for plants – flowers, fruit,
vegetables and trees - then come and join our friendly group and meet like-minded people. With a different
topic each month, and tea and a chat at the end of the afternoon, there's something for everyone.
We meet on the third Thursday of each month (excluding February) in the Mairie at St. Amand le Petit (between
Eymoutiers and Peyrat le Château). Meetings start at 2.30 pm and everyone is made very welcome. For more
information, or to put you name on our mailing list, contact Carolyn at pjlimousin@gmail.com
Do come along, we'd love to see you there.

The programme for 2020 is as follows:
January 16th
February
March 19th
April 16th
May 21st
June 18th

- Vegetable growing
- No meeting
- Plant name origins
- Divide and Multiply
- Car rally and lunch, from 9.30am
- Visit to Custos Apium + picnic (optional)

Integration
Learning Together – Apprenons
Ensemble
We offer an easy-going and relaxing
range of social functions to bring
members of the French and English
communities together, and a range of
language courses for different levels
of experience in English and French in
Rochechouart (87) and Brigueil (16), as
well as a Life & Culture in France course
in Rochechouart. All lessons are in small
groups with qualified teachers for just
7€ per hour; membership costs only 16€
per year. Visit www.learningtogether87.
com or email apprenonsensemble@
orange.fr for more information. For help
and advice on choosing the right course
telephone 05 55 58 02 88 or email
frenchlessons.learningtogether@gmail.
com
CLE
–
(Charente
Limousine
Exchange)
Founded in 2003 The Charente
Limousine Exchange (CLE) are a group
of enthusiastic members who form a
valuable resource for the exchange of
information, ideas and experiences. Run
by a small volunteer committee they
provide help and support with many
varied issues associated with living in
France.
CLE organise many social activities
and regular trips, including monthly
lunches, quizzes and (usually) friendly
boules games. Forums on French tax
and other relevant issues provide crucial
membership support. Visit the website
for more information and calendar of
activities. President: Dave Brown.
Web: www.cle-france.com
Tel: 05 49 87 05 85
Email: contact@cle-france.com
Association
Rencontres
FrancoBritanniques
The association of 120 members, based
in Bourganeuf, aims to help British
people become integrated in their communes and local life.
We organise a range of cultural and social activities for our members. A list of
our activities is on our website www.
francobrit.com
Our fortnightly conversation groups give
the opportunity for British members to
improve their spoken French, and our
French colleagues their English.
We would very much like to welcome
new people, both French and English,
into the association.
The annual subscription for membership
is €12 per person or €22 for a couple.
Contact: Christine Gee 05 55 64 22 25
Email: cgeeinfrance@gmail.com
French Conversation Group at Les
Billanges (87340)
We are a small group who meet
fortnightly for an hour and a half on
Tuesday evenings during term time
in Les Billanges, 87340, close to the
Creuse/Haute-Vienne
border.
We
are accompanied by a retired French

July 16th
- Crazy about Courgettes
August 20th - Introduction to botanical art
September 6th - 8th Annual Show, from 10.00am
October 15th - AGM + Tropical Plants & Bulbs
November 19th - All about Grafting
December 10th - Christmas party

service is available in Peyrat-le-Château
and surrounding communes. We will try
to provide information and help you find
your way in social and administrative
matters, as well as with practical
matters where language is a problem.
Find Heleen Tichler-Botermans at the
AFR office in Peyrat-le-Château on
Mon/Wed/Thu from 9am to 12pm. You
are welcome to drop in or make an
appointment.
www.famillesrurales.org/peyrat-lechateau
E-mail:
familles-rurales.infopeyrat@
orange.fr
Telephone: 06 41 20 06 83
Office address: 19 avenue de la Tour,
87470 Peyrat-le-Château
Familles Rurales 2 in St-Yrieix-laPerche
Weekly courses in French for foreigners
(mainly English and Dutch) living in
the area. Four levels taught: Level 1
Beginners - Mon 10h30 - 12h; Level 2
- Thu 10h30 - 12h; Intermediate - Tue
10h30 - 12h; Advanced – Tue 14h - 16h.
All courses are held at our premises 1,
rue de la Piscine, St-Yrieix-la-Perche
87500. For more info tel 05 55 09 30 86,
email afr2.styrieix@wanadoo.fr or visit
www.famillesrurales.org/styrieix
Les Franglais de Banize (23120)
French and English people meet every
Wednesday at 2-3 pm in the mairie in
Banize to share English and French
language and lots of laughter.
We all learn from each other, in both
languages and about aspects of both
cultures. In general the English try to
speak in French and vice versa. As far
as possible!
The meetings have been going on for
ten years now but new arrivals are
always welcome. For more information
please contact Anne Chadwick at
lesfranglaisdebanize@orange.fr or tel 05
55 67 53 60.
Bessines-Accueil
Bessines-Accueil is a group based in
Bessines-sur-Gartempe (87250) which
seeks to welcome new arrivals both to
the town and to the surrounding region
and to assist them with integration in the
community.
The group is comprised both of French
and English members and meets weekly,
generally on Thursday afternoons, in
Bessines-sur-Gartempe, when various
activities take place, all aimed at
promoting a friendly and welcoming
ambiance.
Through these activities, which include
visits, talks, entertainment and much
more, the group aims to discover and
promote an appreciation of the life, the
history and the heritage of the area and
to help new arrivals settle.
For more details or to join please contact
the President, Bernadette Ruffenach, on
05 55 76 11 19.
Café Franglais
Organised by the Amitiés Internationales
du Pays de Boussac (AIPB). Every
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Wednesday evening at 18h30 in la Maison
des Associations, Quartier Pasteur, 23600
Boussac. Come and join us for an informal
chat to improve your French or English
with native speakers in a café atmosphere
whilst enjoying a drink and nibbles. From
9th January until 24th April without
stopping for Easter. Break for the summer,
then recommence 4th September until 11th
December. For more info please email
angela.dave@icloud.com.
Open Door Association – English
Language Library & Cultural Exchange
Group
The Association organises a range of
activities throughout the year aimed at
bringing together French and Englishspeaking
residents
through
cultural
exchange.
Our range of activities for 2019 include a
Burns’ Supper, an Occitan Musical Evening,
a bilingual guided bird-walk, Beaujolais
Nouveau Evening, a Pub-Style Singalong
and selected readings from the works of JRR
Tolkien. See our website for a full list: www.
opendoor23.com.
In addition, Open Door operates an Englishlanguage library service with outlets in StPardoux-Morterolles and Bourganeuf, with
a choice of around 5,000 fiction, non-fiction
and children’s books as well as DVDs and
jigsaw puzzles. See our website for opening
hours.
We welcome new members of all nationalities
and offer individual and family membership
as well as temporary membership for
holiday visitors. Contact the Secretary on
heathernorman99@gmail.com for details.
Tea Time
Cultural exchange workshop designed to
bring together those who want to practise
their French or their English in a friendly
and fun environment. Held at the old school
in Sussac (87) every Tuesday morning, 10
am till 11.30 am, except school holidays,
the session includes group discussion/chat,
structured role play and games for grammar
practice, specific weekly topics, a small
library of English/ French books, CDs and
DVDs and an exchange of recipes, thoughts
and ideas, followed by tea/coffee and cake.
Cost: €144 for the year, plus €25 annual
membership fee to the Foyer Rural. Contact:
Jasmine (en français or in English) on 06 41
36 05 03.
Bilingual Montessori Workshops
At the Foyer Rural in Saint-Léonard-deNoblat for children aged 3 to 8 years old,
run by Catherine Hutchinson and Sue
Greenbank. The children are immersed in an
atmosphere where both French and English
are spoken. The workshops take place on
Wednesdays from 13h30 to 15h30 and on
Saturdays from 10h to 12h. The workshops
take place without the parents. For further
information please contact Catherine on 07
70 46 57 70 or Sue on 06 52 26 54 79.
Libraries & Books
La Souterraine English Library and
Information Centre
Located in the historic Porte de Puy Charruad,
at 10 rue de Portal, la Souterraine, we are a
lively, well-stocked English language library
with almost 4,000 books and DVDs available
to borrow. We have an attractive cafe which
serves tea, coffee and a range of home-made
cakes when available. The library hosts a
lively mixed conversation group for French
and English speakers plus a more traditional
French language class. There are a number
of thriving and popular special interest
groups such as the Art Group and Camera
Club who regularly display their work in our
cafe. We also have a Writers Group and hold
a collection of their published books in the
library. Whatever your interests don’t hesitate
to pay us a visit and you will be made most
welcome.
We are open Wed, Thu, Fri 10h-13h and Sat
10h-15h.
For more info tel 05 55 89 57 62
during opening hours, email info@
lasouterraineenglishlibrary.fr or visit www.
lasouterraineenglishlibrary.fr

The Art Group of the La Souterraine
English Library and Information Centre
...are holding an exhibition of their work

From 1 February to 31 March
At the Library, 10 rue du Portail, La Souterraine.
Open: Wed, Thu, Fri 10h-13h & Sat 10h-15h
Sale of Second-hand Books, La Croisillesur-Briance
On the 18th of every month, during the
monthly market at La Croisille-sur-Briance
(87130), there is a sale of second-hand
books (both English and French) from 9 am
to 12 noon, at the former restaurant in La
Place, opposite the bar/tabac. All proceeds
go towards the local school funds (for La
Croisille-sur-Briance and St-Méard RPI).

CANCER SUPPORT FRANCE
Charente Plus

Olya

Free confidential support for Englishspeaking people touched by cancer
Volunteers & Active Listeners needed (full training will be given)
If you are interested please email: bloomdenis@outlook.com

CSF 24 HOUR HELPLINE - 0800 24 02 00
email: csfcharenteplus@gmail.com

Facebook : Cancer Support France - Charente-Plus
The English Library – La Bibliothèque
Anglophone, Dun-le-Palestel
The English Library, which has now been
established for over 12 years, is part of the
Anglo-French Association Entente Cordiale
and is situated in the route des Ratteries,
adjacent to the Bibliothèque Municipale,
Parc Benjamin Bord. The Library is a very
welcoming meeting place, where you can
come and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee,
whilst browsing through our extensive
collection of around 10,000 books, talking
books and DVDs. Thanks to donations and
an active purchasing policy we are able
to offer something for everyone. For our
new acquisitions we concentrate on recent
publications, as well as member requests for
older books.
Open Thu 10h-13h & Sat 10h-12h30.
Entente Cordiale hosts a wide range of
other groups and activities too, including
English lessons, French lessons, Traditional
Dance Group, Art Group, Theatre group, Les
Troubadours, Traditional Embroidery Group,
Walking Football and Badminton. For more
information email eccreuse@yahoo.com

Join our Facebook Group Folk-Galerie for
more information and, if you would like to
perform, contact folk.galerie@gmail.com

Music

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you or someone you know has a drinking
problem, there are now English-speaking
meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous at
Limoges, Périgueux and Civray.
Alcoholics Anonymous is a Fellowship of
men and women who share their experience,
strength and hope with each other that they
may solve their common problem and help
others to recover from alcoholism. The only
requirement for membership is a desire to stop
drinking. There are no dues or fees for A.A.
membership and A.A. is not allied with any
sect, denomination, politics, organization or
institution. Our primary purpose is to stay sober
and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.
For details of the meetings or other
information contact Ewen 05 53 05 76
62 (Périgueux) or Angela 05 49 87 79 09
(Civray). Other meetings in South-West
France can be located on our website at www.
aafrance.net
Cancer Support France, Charente Plus
Free confidential support for Englishspeaking people touched by cancer in
departments 16, 17 & 86.
CSF 24 hour helpline: 06 45 35 32 30, Email
csfcharenteplus@gmail.com,
Facebook:
Cancer Support France - Charente Plus
Volunteers & Active Listeners needed (full
training will be given). If you are interested
please email: bloomdenis@outlook.com
CSF Charity Shop open at 3 rue Nationale,
16150 Chabanais (entrance opposite the
mairie – we are on the 1st floor upstairs) Tue
& Wed from 10 am – 4 pm.
Cancer Support France Haute-Vienne
We offer free and confidential support to
English speakers affected by Cancer in the
Haute-Vienne (87), Creuse (23), Corrèze (19)
& Indre (36). Our helpline number is 0800
240 200.
If you would like more information or would
like to become a member or help in any other
way, please contact Sue Ware 05 55 00 31 15,
helpline@cshautevienne.org or visit www.
cshautevienne.org
Association France Alzheimer in Dordogne
The national French charity supporting
families affected by dementia. A network of
English-speaking volunteers works across
Dordogne to help expats and their families.
English language support groups meet near
Bergerac on the first Tuesday of each month
and in Eymet on the third Wednesday of each
month.
Website: www.francealzheimer.org/dordogne
Email: alzheimer.dordogne@orange.fr
Tel: 05 53 27 30 34

OuiRock Choir
Do you enjoy singing? Fancy being part of
a great group of people who come together
once a week? If you do, why not come along
to a taster session. We meet every Wednesday
evening at 18h at the salle des fêtes in StSulpice-les-Feuilles (87160).
For further details contact us on Facebook
@ouirock87 or via email on: ouirock87@
gmail.com
We look forward to welcoming you!
L'Orchestre Philharmonique de La
Souterraine
If you or one of your family are interested
in playing in an orchestra and think your
standard might be adequate do get in contact
with us. We meet weekly on Friday evenings
in La Souterraine (apart from the summer
holidays) to rehearse. Most of our concerts
are around Xmas or May-July. Our members
come from all over Limousin so lifts to and
fro may be possible if necessary. Contacts:
French language Marie-France Martinie 05
55 30 76 23 / English language Alan Kerr 05
55 56 34 52.
Le Chambard du jeudi
Organised by the association Nessgig this
takes place every 2nd Thursday of the
month, from 19h to 23h at “La Maison des
Associations", place du 8 mai 1945, ChâteauChervix (87). All music lovers who would
like to share and exchange information and
stories around songs and singing, in French
AND in English, or who might like to jam a
little, are welcome. Free admission! For more
information email nessgig87@gmail.com or
tel 05 55 09 99 34.
JJ's Music Club
Hosted by L'Authentique Restaurant, 25 rue
Principale 23360 Lourdoueix-Saint-Pierre.
Singers and musicians of all styles and levels
will be warmly welcomed on the last Friday
of the month. Free entry.
Please reserve food in advance (05
55 80 21 67) - 17 euros for 3 courses.
For more information email Jacky at
jjsclubdemusique@gmail.com
Live music sessions, Rochechouart
Our acoustic music sessions take place every
second Friday of each month at Salle Jacques
Brel in Rochechouart. You’ll hear celtic,
country, jazz, music hall, pop, classical,
comedy, swing & some original compositions
in English and French. If you’re a singer or
musician or just want to listen to some great
music, why not come along? Doors open at
7.30 pm.

Support

Just look at that beautiful face! This is lovely Olya, an 18-month-old Labrador cross
who has sadly and unbelievably been at the refuge now for a year.
This little girl has obviously been mistreated in the past, as she is a little bit
uncertain with strangers, including children, but once she gets to know you, she is
affectionate and playful and a delight to be with. She knows the basic orders, but
it is now time to take her to the next level and only being in a loving home will do
that. She is eager to learn and loves her treats, so training will be easy.

Cancer Support
Haute-Vienne

affiliated to

Your local Association
supporting English speakers touched by cancer
in departments 87, 23, 19 & 36

HELPLINE 0800 240 200
www.cshautevienne.org

Because of her past, a family without children is preferred, but she gets on well
with other dogs and is also good with cats.
Such a sweet girl and a favourite with the volunteers, this little dog will
fill your day with sunshine.

If you think you can help Olya then please contact
the SPA de Creuse (Guéret),
21 Le Clocher, 23000 Saint-Sulpice-le-Guérétois
www.spa-creuse.com
tel 05 55 81 99 31 (answering machine)
or send an email to spa.gueret@orange.fr

Ninja

Ninja is a very soft soul. This young labrador was found, but was
terrified by all the noises and everything at the SPA in Poitiers.
With the help of a sponsor he is now in the dog pension “vacances
pour chiens” in Montrollet (06 10 76 23 23).
He lives there now happily with many other dogs without any
problems. He is around three and a half years old, chipped,
castrated and has a valid rabies vaccination, as well as an EU
passport. He is available for a discretionary donation, the SPA
would just be happy for him to finally have a home.
If you need language assistance, call 06 66 24 85 49 (Katharina).

CHARITY SHOP

Do please come in and visit us.
We are located at:
3 rue Nationale, 16150 Chabanais
(entrance opposite the mairie, directly behind
Petticoat Lane – we are on the first floor upstairs)

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm
Sorry – no books or electrical goods
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French Citizenship Test - answers

6) Élysée Palace

1) 13, this includes Corsica since 2019 (Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes,
Bourgogne-Franche-Comté, Brittany, Centre-Val de Loire, Corsica, Grand Est,
Hauts-de-France, Île-de-France, Normandy, Nouvelle-Aquitaine, Occitanie,
Pays de la Loire, Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur)

8) Général Charles de Gaulle

7) 1789

9) 16

2) Paris, Marseille, Lyon, Toulouse and Nice

10) Liberté, Fraternité, Égalité

3) Mont Blanc

11) All of them. Under France's strict Laïcité rules, no overtly religious
symbols may be worn in public schools

4) Assemblée Nationale (the equivalent of Britain's House of Commons) and
the Sénat (the equivalent of Britain's House of Lords)

12) La Marseillaise

5) 6 years

Would you like to receive your copy of The Bugle by post each month?
We can deliver a copy to your door, hot off the press

France €25 pa; UK and Europe €40 pa

Email us for more details - subscriptions@thebugle.eu
or visit www.thebugle.eu

ADVERTS FROM
€12.50 HT / MONTH
SALES24@THEBUGLE.EU

06 04 17 80 93

Mandys-curry-2-go
www.mandyscurry2go.com

Specials of the month: Biryani & Tarka Dhal
Ste-Sévère-sur-Indre, Boussac, Gouzon and Guéret, Chilled pre-orders only!
... Wednesday 5th (3.15pm, 4pm, 4.30pm & 5.15pm)
Marsac, (Chez Jacques) - Friday 7th (6.30pm)
Bourganeuf, Peyrat-le-Château, Eymoutiers & St-Léonard-de-Noblat...
Chilled pre-orders only! - Thursday 13th (11.45am, 12.30pm, 1pm & 1.45pm)
La Souterraine, Le Dorat & Bellac, Chilled pre-orders only!
... Friday 14th (12pm, 1pm & 1.30pm)
Le Grand-Bourg & St-Dizier-Leyrenne...
Chilled pre-orders only! Friday 14th (2.45pm & 3.10pm)
Sardent, (Auberge du lac, Masmangeas) - Saturday 15th (6pm)

All venues are weather permitting. Please check website & Facebook for updates.
Email: mandyscurry2go@gmail.com

Tel: 07 70 39 12 23

Chez Jacques, Marsac

Fish & Chip Nights
3rd Saturday of every month.
For more information:

05 87 40 02 83

26, Ecurat 23150

Bugle
Notice
Board

Très Jolie

Italian Clothing & Fashion Accessories
Now that the weather has turned for the worse it's
not always possible to get to the market. I have a
designated room at home for you to come to browse
and try on in comfort... and the kettle's always on!!

Piégut Market - every Wednesday
(weather permitting)
See Facebook page: "Tres Jolie Milhaguet"

05 55 53 03 56 / 06 04 08 29 53
paula.tresjolie@gmail.com

Le Restaurant Ecurat

We are open serving our Menu Ouvrier
every Monday to Friday.

Friday is fish day!
Vendredi c'est poisson!
Call for more information:
tel: 05 55 81 31 85
email: ecurat123@hotmail.com

Searching for
TWO PEOPLE WITH A CATERING SERVICE BACKGROUND
to join us at our well-established restaurant in department 18.
This will include accommodation and all bills.
We ideally require a sous chef and a front of house person
with a strong personality who understands customer care.
This is on a self-employed basis.
For more information email us with background information.
Carol.brownlie@yahoo.co.uk
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Buying or selling small items...?
Check out our online Classifieds... updated daily!

www.thebugle.eu/classifieds.php

To place a Classified, simply email details of your item for sale to notices@thebugle.eu
Sat 11th Jan to Sun 29th Mar
Les Bistrots d’hiver 2020
The Bistrots d'hiver are back to liven up winter Sundays in and around the
Plateau de Millevaches. Organised by the association Pays'Sage this season
sees a diverse programme with something for everyone!!
Events take place in auberges and cafes across the region and take the form
of an apéro-tchatche (debate on something topical or related to the territory)
before lunch featuring local produce and dishes, followed by an afternoon
show (French song, rock, folk, theatre...)
For full details visit www.pays-sage.net
Thu 30th to Sun 2nd Feb ANGOULÊME
47e Festival International de la Bande Dessinée
The Angoulême International Comics Festival is the second-largest comics
festival in Europe and the third-largest in the world and has run every year
since 1974. More than 220,000 visitors come each year to the fair, including
6,000 professionals and 800 journalists. The four-day festival, which takes
place at over 20 locations all over the city, is also notable for awarding several prestigious industry prizes.
Thursday and Friday from 10 am to 7 pm / Saturday from 10 am to 8 pm /
Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm. Reduced price tickets available by advance
purchase via www.bdangouleme.com. Free for Under 10s.
Sat 1st Feb to Tue 31st Mar LA SOUTERRAINE
Art Exhibition
The Art Group of the La Souterraine English Library and Information Centre
are holding an exhibition of their work at the Library, 10 rue du Portail, La
Souterraine.
Open: Wed, Thu, Fri 10h-13h & Sat 10h-15h

Do you run a local business?
Do you need to find more customers and clients in 2020?
Why not give us a call to find out how we can put your business
in front of more than 30,000 pairs of eyes each month!!
Directory Adverts available from just €12.50 HT / month
Display Advertising options from €36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93 - sales@thebugle.eu

Sat 8th to Sun 9th Feb SAINTE-FEYRE
Vide-greniers du Geek
1st edition of this vide-greniers: Consoles/video grames, comics, mangas,
DVDs, figurines, toys, science fiction/fantasy books, role play and all things
Geek Culture!
Espace Raymond Poulidor, Ste-Feyre.
Fri 14th to Sun 16th Feb LIMOGES
Limoges Wine Fair

This expo-fair will feature over 170 winemakers and artisan producers in the
food industry from all over France who will offer a selection of products of
excellent quality.
Parc des Expositions, La Bastide, Boulevard Robert Schuman - 87100 Limoges. Fri: 14h-20h, Sat: 10h-20h, Sun: 10h-18h. Entry: €6 (free for Under 18s).

VIDE GRENIER CLOTHING SALE SEWING FLEA MARKET
On Saturday 21st March the Association Rencontres Franco-Britanniques is holding its annual VIDE
GRENIER, CLOTHING SALE AND SEWING FLEA MARKET at the hall Rouchon-Mazérat in Bourganeuf. It is
free to the public, starts at 10 am and finishes at 5 pm. The association will be running a bar and café.
We will also be selling sanwiches throughout the day.
So now is your chance to empty the attic and hopefully make a few euros from all those unwanted
items we all have. Last year the event was very popular, with over 40 different sellers.
The stalls will be free to paid up members of the association. Otherwise we charge €2.50 for each 2
metre table. Participants will be able to display their goods on tables and the floor space below.
There will be a small number of forms to complete to keep us within the law and
we will provide those on the day.
If you would like to book a place then please contact us on 05 55 67 56 48. Both English and French are spoken.
More details about our association may be found on our website: www.francobrit.com
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The Bugle Film Club
Thursday 13th February

What? 1917
Where? Cinéma Sénéchal, 1 rue du Sénéchal,
23000 Guéret
When? 19h00, Thursday 13th February
How much? JUST €4

(if you mention The Bugle when purchasing your ticket)

For details of the Cinéma Sénéchal,
visit www.cinema-senechal.com
Details of each month's screening will be included in The Bugle, but to
receive emails about upcoming Film Club nights, please send an email to
editor@thebugle.eu quoting “Film Club” in the subject line, and we will
add you to our contact list - (We promise not to send you any spam!!)
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